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Grass 
 

Yangzi River 2 
SAU-YA97-2 (Exp) 

 
1. Variety name: Yangzi River 2 Kind: Annual ryegrass 
 Genus: Lolium Species: multiflorum 
 Experimental designation (s): SAU-YA97-2 
 Date submitted: Dec 18, 2019 Ploidy Level for Ryegrass: tetraploid 

 
2. Yangzi River 2 annual ryegrass was developed using phenotypic recurrent selection, which was derived from open-

pollinated poly-crosses and traces to the variety ‘Aubade’ and ‘Gan Xuan NO.1’. Yangzi River 2 was selected for vigor, 
winter and spring growth, forage yield potential, post-harvest re-growth and freedom from diseases. The breeder seed 
was first produced in 1999 in an isolated crossing block at Ya’an, Sichuan, China. 

Yangzi River 1 was bred by the same University. However, refers to a Tall fescue (Festuca arundinacea) variety and has 
no relation with Yangzi River 2 

 
3. The ‘Yangzi River 2’ has been trialed for winter and spring growth, forage yield and freedom from diseases in Ya’an, 

Hongya, Chengdu, China. The data from this test indicate that the ‘Yangzi River 2’ is adapted to and intended for use 
as forage in middle and upper reaches of Yangzi River areas and similar climatic zone. 

 

4. Morphology 
Traits 

Flag leaf length (cm) Inflorescences length(cm) Heading Date 
Ya’an, Sichuan Ya’an, Sichuan Ya’an, Sichuan 

2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 
Yangzi River 2 37.1 38.2 35.4 36.7 9-Apr 18-Apr 
Aubade 35.9 35.8 36.1 38.2 7-Apr 15-Apr 
Gan Xuan NO.1 30.5 32.0 33.3 34.1 1-Apr 12-Apr 
Splendor 36.5 35.2 31.3 32.4 5-Apr 13-Apr 
LSD (0.05) 3.6 3.4 2.8 3.2 1.6 1.4 
SE 5.6 6.1 3.5 3.8 3.1 2.7 

 
Data collected from: Spaced single plants  Plants in rows/solid seeding X 

 
Variants to be expected and frequency: None observed 

    

5. Primary Use 
Forage 

Forage Yields (T/A) Dry Matter Winter and Spring Growth 
Ya’an Hongya Ya’an Hongya 

2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 
Yangzi River 2 5.63 5.83 5.25 5.50 7.5 7.0 7.0 7.0 
Aubade 4.82 4.91 4.37 4.50 5.0 4.5 4.0 4.5 
Gan Xuan NO.1 5.34 5.53 5.26 5.23 6.0 5.0 5.0 5.5 
Splendor 4.48 4.53 4.16 4.35 5.5 5.0 4.0 4.5 
LSD (.05) 0.48 0.51 0.37 0.53 1.5 1.2 1.1 1.5 
SE 2.1 1.8 2.0 2.7 7.8 6.5 8.1 7.3 
 Scale for growth; 1-9, 9 = most growth. 

 
6. Breeder seed of ‘Yangzi River 2’ was first produced in 1999. Breeder seed is maintained under controlled conditions 

by Sichuan Agricultural University, Ya’an, China. Foundation fields may be established from breeder seed. Registered 
stands may be established from either Foundation or Breeder Seed. Certified fields may be established from Breeder, 
Foundation, or Registered Seed. Foundation, Registered and Certified class fields will be limited to one harvest. 
Additional years of seed production may be approved by the breeder or an individual designated by the breeder. 

 
7. If ‘Yangzi River 2’ is accepted by official seed certifying agencies, Certified seed will be first offered for sale fall of 2020. 

Plant Variety Protection (PVP) is not being sought at this time. 
 
Date this application was submitted: Dec 18, 2019  Date recommended by the VRB: Mar 24, 2020 
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