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1. Variety name: Turismo Kind: Tall fescue 
 Genus: Festuca Species: arundinacea 
 Experimental designation (s): B-14.0418 
 Date submitted: Dec 3, 2017 

 

2. Turismo was developed from 5 sources planted together, in a polycross. The five sources are: 
• 2011, Source 1: plants from seed of Rebel IV were exposed to greenhouse moisture stress, with 36 best plants selected 

and moved to the final field polycross in 2012. 
• 2006, Source 2: ten tillers were collected from each of four shaded turf plots, one plot each from a Rebel Jr., Shelby, 

and Forrest Green single plant, and a plot from a Rebel Jr x Rebel Sentry polycross. The tillers were field planted (40 
plants total) with seed harvested and bulked in 2006, with an approximate parental percentage of 25% of each of the 
four original sources; in 2007, plants from the 2006 seed harvest were put under greenhouse moisture stress with the 
98 bests plants selected, put in the field in 2007 with about 50% rogued for poor yield characters prior to pollination. 
This seed was cycled two more times with the same criteria as the 2006-07 cycle. In Fall 2010, with seed harvested in 
2010, plants were put in greenhouse moisture stress, with 180 best plants selected and moved to the final field 
polycross in 2011.  

• 2011, Source 3: plants from seed of a polycross of Rebel 2000 x Paladin x Rebel IV were exposed to greenhouse 
moisture stress, with 24 best plants selected and moved to the final field polycross in 2012. 

• 2011, Source 4: plants from seed of Paladin were exposed to greenhouse moisture stress with 192 best plants selected 
and moved to the final field polycross in 2012. 

• 2011, Source 5: Plants from seed of a Rebel Sentry x Rebel Jr cross were exposed to greenhouse moisture stress in 
2001 with best 20 plants of each maternal line moved to field, interpollinated, with seed bulk harvested in 2002. In 
2011, plants from seed harvested in 2002 was exposed to greenhouse moisture stress, with 204 best plants selected 
and moved to the final field polycross in 2011. 

• 2014, In the final field polycross with all five sources, about 93% of the 636 plants were removed prior to pollination 
for poor yield character. Approximately 7%, 45 plants, of each source remained and was bulk harvested to form 
breeders seed of Turismo. 

 

3. Turismo has been tested in western Oregon and North Carolina, and appears to be adapted to western Oregon and North 
Carolina or similar environments for use as a turfgrass. 

 

4. Growth & Heading Date Plant Height - cm Flag Leaf Height - cm 
Morphology Lebanon, OR Lebanon, OR Lebanon, OR 
Traits 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 
Turismo 15-May 27 Apr 61 92 27.1 45.9 
Rebel II 15-May 25-Apr 82 112 40.8 61.0 
Rebel IV 15-May 27-Apr 68 98 32.6 51.3 
KY 31 11-May 21-Apr 109 136 54.2 74.5 
LSD (.05) 4.15 2.67 4.85 9.03 3.32 6.57 
C.V. (%) 1.75 1.30 3.69 5.25 5.37 7.18 
Data collected from: Spaced single plants x Plants in rows/solid seeding  
 
Variants to be expected and frequency: 

 
Less than 5% might be slightly taller or lighter green leaf color 
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5. Turf Use Turf Quality (1-9) Turf Cover - % Turf color – June (1-9) Turf Texture – spring 

(1 9) a) Raleigh, NC Raleigh, NC Raleigh, NC  Raleigh, NC 
b) 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 

Turismo 4.1 4.2 75.0 95.6 7.0 5.3 7.6 8.0 
Rebel IV 4.8 5.33 81.6 97 6.6 5.6 7.3 8.0 
KY 31 4.5 4.63 85.0 94 5.0 5.0 6 6.3 
Dakota 5.0 5.33 86.6 95.6 7.6 6.3 7.3 8.0 
LSD (.05) 0.8 0.95 8.5 4.6 1.2 1.35 1.0 0.17 
CV% 10.1 11.8 6.1 2.9 11.0 14.7 8.7 1.3 
 ●Scale used to report traits (if appropriate): 1-9, where 9=best 
 

6. Breeder seed of Turismo was first produced in 2014 and is maintained by Blue Moon Farms LLC. Adequate breeder 
seed was produced to reproduce the variety for the variety life. Foundation, Registered, and Certified classes are 
permitted. Foundation stands may be planted only from breeder seed. Foundation class fields may be harvested for 
Foundation seed for a maximum of three years, followed by two years of Registered, and five years as Certified. 
Certified class fields produced from Registered or Foundation seed will be limited to seven years of certified. 
Additional years of seed production may be approved by the breeder. 

 
7. First certified seed will be available in 2019, but it is unknown if PVP will be sought. 

 
Date this application was submitted: Aug 1, 2019  Date recommended by the VRB: Mar 10, 2020 
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