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Variety Name - Prodigy 
1. Variety name:  Prodigy   Kind:  Creeping Bentgrass  

Genus:  Agrostis   Species:  stolonifera  
Experimental designation (s):  PVF-PV-2    
Date submitted:  December 28, 2022 Ploidy Level for Ryegrass:  N/A 

 

2. Prodigy creeping bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera) is a medium-fine-leaved, medium-dark green creeping bentgrass 
selected from the maternal progenies of 10 different clones with improved tolerance to dollar spot (caused by 
Clarireedia jacksonii), brown patch (caused by Rhizoctonia solani), copper spot (caused by Gleocercospora sorghii), and 
anthracnose (caused by Colletotrichum cereale) diseases. Prodigy was also selected for medium bright green color, 
late maturity, improved quality under putting green management and vigorous uniform growth habit. 

Thirty percent of the germplasm used in the development of Prodigy traces to several plants selected from 
golf courses in Arizona. It is unknown whether these plants were collected from fairways or putting greens, nor what 
golf course it was collected from, however these plants were persisting under extreme heat and drought stress present 
during the summer months under Arizona growing conditions in 1996. Thirty percent traces to collections made in 
1996 from Piping Rock Golf Course near Oyster Bay, NY. Twenty percent trace to a collection from Rumson golf 
course in Rumson, NJ in 1996. Ten percent trace to a clone from L-93 that had been screened for improved dollar 
spot resistance in 1996. Another ten percent trace to a plant collected from White Beeches golf course in Haworth, NJ 
in 1996. 

3. Prodigy was developed for turf and has been tested in the National Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP 2020 
test). It appears to be well adapted throughout the regions represented by the NTEP turf test sites. 

4. Growth & Plant Height (cm) Heading Date (Day of Year) Panicle Length (cm) 
Morphology 
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2022 Traits 

Prodigy 29.4 46.9 146.9 168.7 8.2 10.6 
Declaration 34.1 47.6 153.8 169.5 9.8 14.0 
Penncross 30.6 46.4 154.0 173.6 7.7 11.6 
Crystal Bluelinks 28.4 48.6 150.3 168.2 7.9 11.8 
007 29.7 46.0 151.9 171.8 7.9 11.8 

LSD (.05) 3.9 2.7 4.2 2.1 1.0 1.5 
C.V. % 24.2 13.8 5.1 2.9 23.8 32.0 
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NJ (NJ1) MD (MD1) (NJ1) (IN1) (IN1) (NJ1) Ames, IA (IA1) (IL1) 

Prodigy 7.3 6.9 8.7 8.3 6.7 5.7 8.0 6.3 
 Penncross 3.0 3.8 4.3 6.7 3.3 3.7 8.3 4.3 
 Piranha 6.1 6.7 6.7 7.3 5.0 4.0 8.0 6.0 
 Shark 5.9 6.2 7.0 5.7 4.7 3.0 8.3 6.3 
Chinook 6.0 6.5 8.3 7.0 5.7 4.7 8.3 6.7 

 

 LSD (.05) 0.6 0.6 2.9 3.2 1.0 1.6 0.9 0.9 
C.V. % 5.5 5.5 25.5 27.8 10.7 20.5 6.4 9.1 

●Scale used: Standard Turfgrass 1-9 rating system with 9 being the best, least disease, and earliest. 
6. Breeder and Foundation seed stock will be maintained by the breeder, in conjunction with Lebanon Seaboard 
Corporation. Foundation and Registered fields can be left in for 5 production years and certified fields can be left in 
for 10 years, with provisions for extensions. Breeder seed and foundation seed stock should be maintained in cold 
storage to maintain the endophyte. Additional Breeder Seed will be produced from a nursery or a portion of a 
seedstock field, as deemed appropriate by the breeder. Original Breeder Seed was declared and produced in 2020 in 
Oregon. Subsequently, an Experimental Foundation seed stock field was planted that same fall in Oregon. 

7. If this variety is recommended as eligible for certification by official seed certifying agencies, the first certified 
seed will be produced in 2024. PVP may be obtained. A determination has not been made yet. 

Data collected from: Spaced single plants X Plants in rows/solid seeding 
Variants to be expected and frequency: Lighter green, weaker and taller plants can occur at a rate of less than ~2% 

Turf Data Overall Turf Quality (1-9) Brown Patch Warm Temp. (1-9)  Dollar Spot (1-9) Spring Greenup (1-9) 
2020 NTEP Fairway/Tee 2020 NTEP Fairway/Tee Test 2020 NTEP Fairway/Tee Test 2020 NTEP Fairway/Tee Test 

Test (2021 data) (2021 data) (2021 data) (2021 data) 


