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Grass 
 

HonkyTonk II 
RAD-TF98 (Exp) 

 
1. Variety Name: HonkyTonk II Kind: Fescue, Tall 
 Genus: Festuca Species: arundinacea 
 Experimental designation (s): RAD-TF98 
 Date submitted: January 5, 2021 Ploidy Level for Ryegrass:  

 

2. HonkyTonk II was developed by Radix Research, Inc beginning with selected lines from various nurseries located at the 
Radix Research Station near Corvallis, Oregon. HonkyTonk II originates from lines selected from the varieties 
HonkyTonk (32.1%), Tonto (17.9%), Sitka (10.7%), Tahoe II (10.7%), Starfire (10.7%), and a high yielding experimental 
variety developed by Radix Research known as RAD-TF82 (17.9%). Lines were initially selected for producing strong, 
intact, and dense crowns, and were planted into an isolated crossing block. Subsequently, two cycles of seed selections 
were used to create a isolated crossing block that produced the first breeder seed in 2016. 

 

3. HonkyTonk II has exhibited better than average turf performance and adaptation in western Oregon. It will be made 
available for sale in climates represented by this locale. 

 

4. Growth & Total Plant Height (cm) Panicle Length (cm) Heading Date 
Morphology Corvallis, Oregon Corvallis, Oregon Corvallis, Oregon 
Traits 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 
       HonkyTonk II 128.6 144.2 26.7 28.8 May 6 April 30 
KY31 E+ 138.6 155.7 29.2 32.6 April 29 April 24 
Rebel II 121.7 138.0 27.1 29.2 May 3 April 28 
Bonanza 118.4 135.8 28.4 29.5 May 10 May 5 
Shortstop 112.2 130.3 23.2 25.6 May 7 May 3 
       LSD (.05) 5.2 5.7 1.7 1.9 2.2 Days 1.9 Days 
CV% 13.8 13.0 14.4 13.2 18.4 17.2 

 

Data collected from: Spaced single plants X Plants in rows/solid seeding  
 

Variants to be expected and frequency: Approximately 3.5% of the population may exhibit lighter green color 
and a total plant height 4% taller than the population average. 

    

5. Turf Use Turf Quality Genetic Color Leaf Texture Turf Density 
a) Corvallis, Oregon Corvallis, Oregon Corvallis, Oregon  Corvallis, Oregon  
b) 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 

             HonkyTonk II  6.6 6.5 6.1 5.9 6.2 6.0 6.0 6.3 
Thor 6.0 6.3 6.1 6.0 6.2 6.0 5.7 6.0 
Amity 5.6 6.0 5.6 5.5 6.0 6.0 5.5 5.8 
Black Tail 5.2 6.0 5.5 5.5 6.2 6.3 5.8 6.1 
Shenandoah III 4.5 5.0 4.3 5.0 5.4 4.8 5.4 5.3 

 LSD (.05) 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.7 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.6 
CV% 15.8 14.6 13.6 14.0 16.7 15.4 14.5 13.7 
 ● Rating scale is from 1 through 9, with 9 denoting best quality, darkest color, finest texture, and highest density. 

 

6. Breeder Seed of HonkyTonk II was first produced in 2016. Breeder Seed is maintained by Radix Research, Inc, Junction 
City, Oregon. A sample of the original Breeder Seed has been retained in cold storage for future use. Foundation stands 
may only be planted from Breeder Seed. Registered stands may be established from either Breeder or Foundation Seed. 
Certified fields may be established from Breeder, Foundation, or Registered Seed. Foundation and Registered class 
fields will be limited to four harvests of Foundation/Registered production followed by six additional harvests of 
Certified production. Certified class fields will be limited to ten years of seed production. Exceptions may be granted by 
Radix Research, Inc. Oak Park Farms has been licensed to produce and sell HonkyTonk II. 

 

7. Certified seed is anticipated to be available in the fall of 2021. An application will not be applied for PVP. 
 

 Date this application was submitted:  Jan 5, 2021  Date recommended by the VRB: May 18, 2021 
 
 


