Grass

Dixie Gold
Variety Name: Dixie Gold Kind: Ryegrass, Annual
Genus: _Lolium Species: _multiflorum

Experimental designation (s):
Date submitted: _Jan 2021

Ploidy Level for Ryegrass: Tetraploid

Dixie Gold was developed from seed tracing to HWS52 (a variety from the Northrup King program grown in the
Willamette Valley initially in the 1970’s) using 3 cycles of selection consisting of heavy grazing of the sword by sheep
to eliminate about 75% of the weakest plants in each cycle, harvest of seed from surviving plants, and selection of
heavy seed. Breeders seed was declared in 2011.

Dixie Gold was tested as pasture overseeding in Texas and as annual forage in Oregon, and would be suggested for use

in those areas.

4. Growth & Heading Date Plant Height (cm) Spike Length (cm)
Morphology Lebanon, OR Lebanon, OR Lebanon, OR
Traits 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020
Dixie Gold 7 May 4 May 84 131 29.1 33.6
HWS52 11 May 7 May 63 107 25.0 30.1
TetraPro 9 May 8 May 80 118 27.9 33.0
LSD (.05) 3.5 3.2 6.6 19.2 2.6 3.9
CV (%) 1.5 1.5 4.7 9.3 5.3 7.1

Data collected from:

Spaced single plants

X

Plants in rows/solid seeding

Variants to be expected and frequency:

About 5% or less of the plants would be slightly taller, later, or with

branched panicle heads.

5. Primary Use? Forage Yields (T/A) Flag Leaf Area — sq. cm
Forage, measured
from a sword Overton, TX Lebanon, OR Lebanon, OR
2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020
Dixie Gold 3.1 3.0 4.5 3.4 15.7  25.0
Gulf 2.3 2.8 3.5 1.4 144 168
Marshall 3.8 2.9 2.0 157 239
LSD (.05) 08 04 1.1 1.2 41 92
CV (%) 20 10.2 13.1 24.8 153 218

eScale used to report traits (if appropriate):
eInsert additional information for use by inspectors (if

6. A supply of breeder seed is maintained in cold storage by Blue Moon Farms, LLC, Lebanon, OR. Enough breeder seed
was produced in 2011 to last the anticipated life of Dixie Gold. The Foundation, Registered, and Certified classes are
permitted. Foundation seed fields may only be planted from breeder seed. Registered seed fields may be established from
either Foundation or Breeder Seed. Certified fields may be established from Breeder, Foundation, or Registered Seed.
Foundation and Registered class fields will be limited to three harvests of Foundation/Registered production followed by
four additional harvests of Certified production from volunteering. Certified class production fields will be limited to
seven years of seed production. The breeder, or an individual designated by the breeder, may approve additional years of

seed production.

7. First certified seed will be available in 2022 if approved, but it is unknown if PVP will be sought.
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