
 

2026 Western Region Meeting Minutes 

April 21-22, 2026 U Cross, Wyoming. 

 

Call to Order:  The Western  Region AOSCA meeting was called to order at 9:11 AM on April 
21, 2026. The anti-trust was read to attendees.  Jolene Sweet with Wyoming Crop 
Improvement Association welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked participants to 
introduce themselves.  

Roll call:  

Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA) 
Doug Holen (MT) 
Abed Anouti (AZ) 
BranDee Johnston (MT) 
Katy Soden (CA) 
Danielle Nelson (CA) 
Laura Pottorff (CO) 
Barry Ogg (CO) 
Kalee Goolsbey (WY) 
Matthew Young (TN) 
Paula Lundt (WA) 

Tyler King (ID) 
Kathy Stewart-Williams (ID) 
Kathy Startt (AZ) 
Addie Clary (KS) 
Andrew Altihsin (OR) 
Cheyan James (WA) 
Jodi Keeling (OR) 
Aaron Jeschke (WA) 
Jolene Sweet (WY) 
Dale Heggem (WY) 

Mick Goff (ID) 
Mason Mayo (UT) 
Michael Bouck (UT) 
Kenzie Crew (MT) 
Heather Unverzagt (MT) 
Rebecca Papke (MT) 
Marion Spiering (KS) 
Jacob Prante (WY) 
Rachel Geary (WY) 
Larry Frame (CA) 

 

Members introduced themselves.  

Present and approve the agenda. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept 
the agenda. 

The minutes for the previous meeting held in Hood River, OR were circulated prior to the 
meeting. Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the minutes as written.  

Renewal of Regional Fund Agreement- Wilbanks reviewed regional fund agreement. A 
motion was made to set the fee for 2027 for $100. A motion made, seconded and approved 
to renew regional fund agreement.  

AOSCA Board of Directors Report- 

Regional Updates: 



Altishin gave an update on the board positions including Miller stepping down, and 
Bouck was elected as President & Young as Vice President.  Altishin noted updates 
from the midwinter board meeting, and the updates to the strategic plan. 

Bouck continued updates including noting that both western regional directors 
attended the OECD meeting in Paris in January. OECD is looking at doing a PVG 
program. The board is reviewing acres decreases and what we can put into place to 
help with this problem. There are also potential new global agencies wanting AOSCA 
membership.  

 

CEO Report- 

Wilbanks started out by reviewing the achievements of AOSCA in 2025 and updating 
everyone on the status of the strategic plan. Wilbanks reviewed the 2025 finances. 

Revenue   
Dues & Assessments $311,799 
Audit Assessment $17,200 
VRB $95,871 
Training Revenue $16,200 
Total Revenue $441,212 

  
Expenditures   
Labor, FUTA, SUTA, Health, SIMPLE $269,753 
Business Operations $42,424 
Marketing $8,240 
Travel (Staff and BOD) $51,680 
Agency Audits $13,578 
VRB Expenses $14,679 
Training $1,383 
Total Expenditures $399,983 
Net Revenue $41,228 
Investment Revenue $93,185 
Total Liabilities and Equities $1,204,726 

 

Wilbanks asked Keeling to provide an update on VRB. Keeling mentioned the combining of  
dry beans and misc. crops together in one application.  Keeling announced the need for a 
Western region member to serve on the Alfalfa Review committee and alfalfa crop 
committee.  Mick Goff volunteered.  



Break 10:30-10:45 

Certification Requirements and Standards Council Report  

Bentgrass- supported to move to grass committee at annual as written 

Triticale and Rye reduced standards for Germination- Western region was hesitant 
 on supporting without more information. A list of  questions has been prepared to  
follow up with sponsor: 

Is seed Pre Chilled? Or, should it be chilled longer? 
What crop is it following?  (Residual chemical) 
Cutting for TZ to see if it is mechanical damage? 
75 seems pretty low, 80 would be more comfortable 
Details about germination, is it low because of abnormal seedlings, dead 
from a pathogen? More details needed on the reports 
Is this for all classes of seed? 
Treated germ? 

 
Alfalfa VRB- Keeling noted  training was needed on disease score calculation.   

 Comments included having the Chair and Vice Chair review issues like this. It 
should be noted as a major revision and go back to the full committee so the experts can 
review those calculations. This discussion will be continued  in the VRB  committee 
meeting at Annual Meeting. 
 
Hard Seed-  AOSCA is not consistent with hard seeded crops in standards. TOC document 
marked with crops who should be reviewed. Clover doesn’t say anything about hard seed, 
most concerning.    For crops where hard seed shouldn’t be included, a note should be 
included that says so. Region supported including all crops marked in Alfalfa Mis Legumes 
crop committee for pre work to prepare for regional meetings.  
 
CSO-  Certified seed only vs. commercial seed only.  
 

Discussion included needing a working group to look at this prior to annual meeting. 
 Ken, Addy, Marion, Laura, Rebecca willing to help on Foundation Seed working 
 group.  ND may have a document that can be a starting point. 

West Bred is using both ways of saying CSO and it causes confusion in the 
marketplace. Maybe they are using CSO meaning commercial seed, but advertising 
implies certification. 

 



True Seed Potato- Wilbanks updated about the need for standards.  Kathy explained she 
thinks we need to start on standards sooner rather than later.  Working group volunteers 
include Mick, Kathy, Andy, Abed, Katy, Paula, Ken, Steve, Laura. Also there is a need to 
create a potato crop committee prior to annual meeting. 
 
Heritage Varieties- Several situations in western states. 

EX.  Variety in USDA repository old variety.  Is this allowed? 
EX 2.  Older variety but no paperwork to certify in the traditional way.  

Solutions discussed included an  IP Program.  Potorff, suggested this group of industry 
needs standards, and needs additional crops in the program.  
A working group was formed to investigate a program including  Laura, Aaron, Gail.  
 
Southern Regional Update-  
Young brought an update from the Southern Region.  It has been a dry Spring which creates 
concern with small grains. The peanut industry  is volatile and drought will effect it highly. 
Young led discussion on tobacco breeding.   Skaggs  was elected for another southern 
region rep term and Young as Vice President. 
 
 
Western Discussion Topics- 
 
Discussion on cover cropping programs effecting certification was held.  No business for 
annual meeting.  Additional discussion on protecting certified branding was held. No 
business to move to annual meeting.  
 
Discussion on how labs are marking red wheat varieties in white samples as other crop 
rather than variances.  Region would like  AOSA/SCST to provide input.  Wilbanks will bring 
up at the AOSA/SCST annual meeting.  
 
VFL in grass calculations- FSA mandates AOSCA maintain the list.  It’s a subcommittee of 
grass VRB.  The handbook doesn’t reference the VFL at all.   We should add something in 
the YB about that.   Motion was made, seconded and approved to move to grass committee 
for AM.  
 
Other Business-  
Does AOSCA have Lentil standards?  Rebecca and Jodi Prudhomme volunteered to 
develop  if we don’t have. 
 



Suggested changes to Grass VRB- Forage Application. AOSCA  has been requiring more 
data than PVP requires. Suggestion was to match PVP on the requirements. Move to 
discussion in VRB committee at Annual Meeting. 
 
Suggested changes to Alfalfa VRB Application- Map of adaptation exists only on this 
application.  Could this map be used and consistent among the different crops?  
How many states do you have to test in in order to claim that area? Or , Can you add a map, 
and they can test anywhere in the region to claim the region? 
 
The western region decision was to allow the breeder to claim  states in which they have 
tested the variety.  Motion to move to VRB committee at Annual Meeting.  
 
Misc Crop VRB: How to find breeders who can serve? Agencies should send in breeder 
information, and the AOSCA office will reach out to them.  
 
Election for Western Region Board Position- Andy Altishin’s position is up for reelection.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed for Altishin to serve another term.  
 
Election for Western Region CRSC representative-  Jodi Keeling was nominated. A motion 
was made, seconded and passed for Keeling to serve another term. 
 
Alfalfa Variety Review board needs AOSCA members to lead the committee. A motion was 
made, seconded and approved for Mick Goff to serve  as chair and Tammy ______ as Vice 
Chair.  
 
2:30 PM Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foundation Seed Meeting- Western Region Powwow 
Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2026 
 



At 8:00 AM the meeting was called to order. 
 
Discussion topics included: 

1. How do agencies work with PMC’s ? How can we collectively work the same? 
 A current model there are PMC’s who are not wanting to produce the foundation 
seed, looking for a partner to coordinate with the producers.  Currently limited to 200 lbs on 
what a grower can order.  Going to new system there would be a lot more production for 
bigger lots. Foundation Seed Org’s. would have contract where the growers would deliver 
clean seed to.  Sweet mentioned in Wyoming, they still couldn’t have the quantity needed. 
They  have 17 species in the MOU with PMC.  MT is looking for growers to do production and 
cleaning, and then keep a percentage, and the other can be moved to other producers.  
MT-  Would like to see the process as efficient as possible.  A coordinated effort to be in 
front of it.  
Action items:  

1. Call all PMC’s | FS (Washinton, Montana, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, Wyoming) .  
Laura/ Doug will get the AOSCA office the contact information for the PMC. Also 
could include the folks from the forage and rangeland.  

2. AOSCA office will set up an online meeting for the group to discuss and collaborate 
issues.  

 
POW WOW- 
2027 Native Seed meeting. Michael Bouck and Katy Soden met with Keven Gunnell to 
determine how can seed certification agencies  promote seed cert to the users of native 
seed.   AOSCA will set up a booth at the upcoming 2027 Native Seed Conference. 
 
Native Seed Partnerships are in many states. Nevada has formed one. Some interest in 
Utah.   They are collecting small amounts of seed and putting it out to growers to produce 
it.  They receive grant money  from the Institute from Applied Ecology. Could be an 
opportunity for AOSCA or agencies to jump in and try to capture some additional funding.  
 
Other updates included; In 2025, Wyoming seed strategy building toward a native seed 
partnership. Aligns with national seed strategy, but not exact. Brian sending the link  to 
AOSCA office. Additionally, CO extension has been partnering with several other 
government entities due to legislation where natives have to used first (dot, parks) and 
seed programs are connected.  
 
Seeds of Success (SoS) & society of Ecological Restoration –  
PVG germplasm release documents-  How is each state handling it? (No comments) 



PVG Name Changes- Hopefully that can be fixed before the first production hits the market.  
 
Lundt mentioned needing information on the DNA testing by BLM.  Testing some lots, 
maybe targeting deliveries? To address challenges in the past. Paula wanted to know which 
labs, what species has markers? Etc.  
 
Presentation by Brian (University of Wyoming) on native seed research in Wyoming and 
surrounding states.  
 
Wilbanks updated the group on the Farm bill, and the launch of the certifiedseed.org 
website.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 AM.  
 
  
  

 
 

  

 


