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2026 AOSCA Southern Region Meeting Agenda
March 26, 2026
Nashville, TN

Call to Order- The Southern Region AOSCA meeting was called to order at 9:02 AM on March 26, 2026.
The anti-trust was read to attendees. Tennessee Crop Improvement welcomed everyone to the meeting
and asked participants to introduce themselves.

Roll Call:

Tom Hardiman (VA) Michael Smith (SCCIA) Bill Bullard (Sponsor)
Terry Hollifield (GA) Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA) Chase Crawford (Partner)
Henry Edmisten (NC)  Billy Skaggs (GA) Bill Carroway (Partner)
Matthew Young (TN)  Dustin Auman (NC) Danielle Nelson (CA)
Caleb Warrington (GA) Caled Allen (AR) Katy Soden (CA)

Brad Stancil (SC) Brandon Dillard (SCCIA) Alex Gilreath (GA)

Blake Freeman (GA) Jerry Rogers (VA) Doug Holen (MT)

Rebecca McCulley (KY)
Doug Batchelder (GA)
Sean Cunard (GA)
Lacey Davis (TN)

The minutes for the previous meeting held in Savannah, GA on March 25, 2025 were circulated prior to
the meeting. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the minutes as written.

Present and approve the agenda. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the agenda.

Renewal of Regional Fund Agreement. The Southern region fund is healthy, with annual contributions at
$100 per agency. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to leave the southern regional fund at
$100 per agency and continue with the agreement with AOSCA.

AOSCA Board of Directors Report

Billy Skaggs and Mathew Young provided the AOSCA Board report, informing member Doug Miller
stepped down as President. Michael Bouck, with Utah Crop Improvement will be AOSCA President and
Mathew Young, Tennessee Crop Improvement will serve as Vice President.

Skaggs informed the group of the activities of AOSCA including the Inspector Credentialing Program
which will be taking place in Tifton, GA. Terry Hollifield will be leading the in-person training; he has been
instrumental in launching this program.



Skaggs mentioned that row crops are struggling; it has been a tough year. There are some farm aid
packages available which might provide some relief, but many feel it is just a bandaide. Sod producers
are doing well, production is trending towards more proprietary varieties.

President update Michael Bouck- AOSCA office has a lot going on; Sarah does a great job. AOSCA
Academy, ICP Training has been a success and AOSCA is always looking for opportunities to generate
revenue and help promote certified seed. The board is always open to new ideas as well.

Sarah Wilbanks provided a brief update on the farm bill related to certified seed in hemp, with

concerns being addressed from previous draft.

AOSCA Report - Sarah Wilbanks

Wilbanks started out by reviewing the achievements of AOSCA in 2023 and updating everyone on the
status of the strategic plan. Wilbanks reviewed the 2023 finances.

Revenue

Dues & Assessments $311,799
Audit Assessment $17,200
VRB $95,871
Training Revenue $16,200
Total Revenue $441,212
Expenditures

Labor, FUTA, SUTA, Health, SIMPLE $269,753
Business Operations $42,424
Marketing $8,240
Travel (Staff and BOD) $51,680
Agency Audits $13,578
VRB Expenses $14,679
Training $1,383
Total Expenditures $399,983
Net Revenue $41,228
Investment Revenue $93,185
Total Liabilities and Equities $1,204,726

Agency evaluations- Agencies were asked if they would prefer doing evaluations at the regional

meetings, but most prefer doing the evaluations at their own offices and having the evaluator travel to
them. Agency evaluations are up to date and are on a 5-year cycle. This year’s agencies to be evaluated
in the Southern Region are Georgia and Delaware. The evaluator in the region will reach out to you

shortly to schedule the evaluation.

Wilbanks announced the annual meeting in Golden, CO and reviewed the agenda. All attendees were

urged to participate.




10:20 AM Break
10:30 AM Certification Requirements and Standards Council Report - Tom Hardiman — Council Chair

e Bentgrass Proposal- AOSCA Standards for Pure Seed and Inert do not add to 100%.
Proposalto increase inert to 96%. The Southern region supports this proposal, moving to the
Grass committee.

o Need for Centipede Seed Standards. Discussed information provided to the agency and
who needed minimum standards. Nothing further needed.

e Triticale & Rye Standards for Germination- Proposal to reduce Triticale & Rye germination to
75%. The southern region has trouble getting over 75% germination due to environmental
conditions. The Southern region supports this proposal, moving to the Grass committee.
Brandon Dillard will submit official standard change forms.

e Alfalfa VRB- Need a Vice Chair of Alfalfa. Disease score calculation, training

needed. Suggested someone from the Western Region should serve. Additionally, it was
mentioned Hemp VRB needs AOSCA representatives. Caleb (AR) volunteered to serve for
2026-2027.

o Consistent messaging needed for Certified Seed Only/ Single Use Agreements. Suggested to
move to the Foundation Seed Committee to develop messaging for all to use.

e |nconsistency with Hard Seed- Hard seed is not being included in clover. Region supported
moving this to the Alfalfa/ Legume crop committee.

e Heritage Varieties: Can we develop a program to handle heritage varieties? Several
agencies have older varieties they have been maintaining. Southern region suggested utilizing
the QA/IP program for these varieties.

e True Potato Seed industry updates. Expecting to see requests from the industry for
standards for true potato seed in 2026.

Proposals to the Council by each working group was presented to the region. Discussion over each
proposal was had and suggestions were documented for presentation at the Annual Meeting.

12:00-1:00 PM Lunch
Discussion topics submitted by each Region.

e Protecting “Certified” Branding. Discussion around making sure agencies are protecting the
brand.

e Cover Cropping Programs affecting Certification. Discussion centered around NRCS
programs for cover crop affecting what seed growers are choosing. Could be an opportunity to
work with NRCS and help write the laws/regulations for certified seed premiums.

e Turfgrass Variety Review Process. Much discussion was had, and the region agreed to work
with the Grass VRB and have all turfgrass varieties go through the AOSCA VRB. Each agency will
have to promote. A motion was made, seconded and approved to develop a pilot program for
vegetatively propagated turfgrasses VRB application for adoption in 2027. Working group
included Stancil, Auman, Edmisten, Dillard.

e Updated Field Inspection Guidance Document for Small Grains. Hollifield presented a draft
of the small grains inspection protocol and asked agencies to review. This document is what the
ICP training program will be utilizing and it should be included in the standards book. A working
group including Bouck & Stancil volunteered to review and provide edits.

e Creating Agency SOP’s for Vegetative Turfgrass Program and Wildland Collected Seed.
Discussion centered around the need to provide guidance for agencies within these programs
for areas that are hard to enforce. For Turfgrass, the working group mentioned above will also
help identify areas where SOP’s are needed.



e Tobacco Breeding discussion led by Young. For discussion only.

Election of Regional Board of Directors’ Representative —Billy Skaggs (GA) was nominated. A motion
was made, seconded and approved to close nominations and elect Billy Skaggs.

Election of Certification Requirements and Standards Council Vice-Chair- Motion was made to elect
Tom Hardiman as the Certification Requirements and Standards Council Vice Chair elect. Motion was
seconded and approved.

Select & Confirm Location, Host, Chair, Scribe for 2026 Regional Meeting

e 2027 — Louisiana or S.C.
e 2028- Arkansas

e 2029-Virginia

e 2030- Oklahoma

Wilbanks reviewed the certifiedseed.org page and asked agencies to help spread the messaging.

A motion was made to adjourn the business meeting. Motion was made to adjourn at 2:52 PM,
seconded and approved.



