
 

I. General Varietal Information
Variety Name:  Syrah Kind: LTP-11-41

Poa pratensis 3/30/26

II. Breeding History

III. Areas of Probable Adaptation & Purposes

2020/IA1 2020/NJ2 2020/IA1 2020/NJ2 2020/IN1 2020/NJ2 2020/AR1 2020/IA1
Syrah 6.8 6.7 8 7.3 7 8.7 6.7 8

Midnight 6.6 5.8 7.7 7.7 4.3 7 6.7 7.3
Orion 5.6 4 7 6.3 7 4.7 6.3 8

Shamrock 5.4 3 6.3 6.7 4.3 3.7 6 7.3
Kenblue 6.8 3 6.7 5 6 6.3 6 7.7

Total # Entries in 
Trial

89 89 89 89 89 89 89 89

Trial Mean 5.7 4.9 7 7.1 5.9 5.9 6.1 7.3
Trial High 7.2 7.1 8.3 8.7 8 9 7.3 8
Trial Low 4.4 1.3 5.7 4 3.7 1 4.7 6.7

LSD (0.05) 1.4 0.9 1.3 1.2 1.2 2.8 0.9 1.1
CV 14.6 11.5 11.5 10.6 12.9 22.5 9.5 9

Scale used to 
report traits (if 

appropriate)

IV. Growth & Morphological Traits

2Growth & 
Morphology 

Traits

2024/Oregon 2025/Oregon 2024/Oregon 2025/Oregon 2024/Oregon 2025/Oregon

Syrah 121.5 121 62.7 50.6 31.5 26.1
Midnight 139.7 139 40.5 34.6 23.2 22

Julia 128 127.7 57.9 51.3 27.6 28
America 133.4 133.3 26.4 41.4 15.5 19.2

Rockstar 120.5 120.7 53.9 47 28.3 23.7
Total # Entries in 

Trial 20 20 20 20 20 20

Trial Mean 127.8 121 51.8 49.8 25.8 26
Trial High 139.7 139 62.9 56.2 34.1 36.6
Trial Low 120.5 120.7 26.4 34.6 15.5 19.2

LSD (0.05) 1.6 1.5 4.7 2.4 1.9 2.3
CV 3.5 0.7 23.5 12.9 19.1 23.6

2024/Oregon 2025/Oregon 2024/Oregon 2025/Oregon 2024/Oregon 2025/Oregon

Syrah 8.2 6.1 6.5 2.9 14.1 10.2
Midnight 8.9 6.7 6.1 2.8 11.3 7.4

Julia 8.1 6.3 6.1 2.8 12.7 9.5
America 7.4 6.2 5.5 2.8 9 8.5

Rockstar 6.7 5.1 6.5 2.8 12 8.7
Total # Entries in 

Trial
20 20 20 20 20 20

Trial Mean 8.6 6.5 6.7 2.9 13.2 9.9
Trial High 12.2 8 8.8 3.4 16.4 10.9
Trial Low 6.5 5.1 5 2.3 9 7.4

LSD (0.05) 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.6
CV 20.1 24.7 10 22.3 13.4 16.7

Planting Method for Data Collection
Spaced single 

Experimental Designation:
Date Recommended for Certification:

Grass Variety Description Summary Page

Turf
Turf Quality Genetic Color Stem Rust Ratings Leaf Texture Ratings

5. Flag Leaf Width* (mm)
6. Inflorescence Length in 

(cm)

Syrah was entered in the 2017 NTEP test and tested throughout North America. It should be adapted throughout this region were Kentucky Bluegrass is used as a turf.

0-9 = worst-best  0-9 = lightest-darkest 0-10 = most disease-least 
disease 0-10 = coarsest-finest texture

1. Heading Date
When 50% of the plants in the variety 

have at least three heads emerged from 
the boot 

Note: Other measurements of relative maturity 
may be substituted if properly described and 

justified (see F)

2. Mature Plant Height (cm) 3. Flag Leaf Height* (cm) - 
True Flag Leaf

Syrah (LTP-11-41) Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis L.) is a turf-type cultivar.  It originated as a single, highly apomictic plant selected from the progeny of an open-pollinated cross between ‘Rockstar’ (used 
as the maternal parent) and numerous Kentucky bluegrass cultivars and experimental selections. Typical plants of Rockstar were open pollinated with cultivars ‘Diva’, ‘P-105’, ‘Avalanche’, ‘Midnight II’, 
‘Washington’ and experimental hybrid selections and experimental selections from the Mid-Atlantic region of the US, during the early spring of 2007 in a greenhouse. During the late winter/early spring of 
2008, seedlings were germinated in the greenhouse and screened for hybrids. An attractive F1 hybrid was identified as 08-2346-2.  A few panicles were harvested from this plant in the spring of 2009 to test for 
apomixis.  Forty-eight seedlings from these few panicles were planted in a spaced-plant nursery in the spring of 2010.  08-2346-2 was 100% apomictic observed from seedlings.  Two subsequent apomixis 
tests from seedlings indicated 93% and 90%, for an average of 94.3%.  Breeder Seed was harvested in bulk from the repeating mother type and planted into replicated turf plots in Adelphia, NJ in fall of 2011, 
declared Breeder Seed and designated as LTP-11-41. Syrah is significantly taller than Rockstar. Syrah has a significantly higher flag leaf height than Rockstar. Syrah has a significanly longer flag leaf length 
than Rockstar. Syrah has a significanly longer panicle length than Rockstar.

Kentucky Bluegrass

4. Flag Leaf Blade Length* (cm) True 
Flag Leaf



 

Variants

Other Characteristics
Not Applicable

Weight per 1,000 seeds in grams. 
0.371

Syrah is a perennial, cool season turf type Kentucky Bluegrass it has good tolerance to summer patch and stem rust.

V. Stock Seed Maintenance and Limitations of Generations

Foundation 
Registered  

Certified  

94.30%

VI. Certified Seed Availability and Publication of Certified Seed Production
Will PVP be applied for? No
Should seed only be sold by variety name and be certified (Title V)? No
Can AOSCA provide descriptive information to the PVP database? Yes

Aberrants and off-types are weak, small plants and in production fields are not seen. Production fields appear highly uniform. In spaced plant nurseries variants and aberrants occured on average in 5-6%.

Ploidy Level for Ryegrass:  

Type of Breeder’s Seed Maintenance: Apomictic Percentage apomixis for apomictic varieties:

Breeder and Foundation seed stock will be maintained by the breeder, Tim Ford. Foundation and Registered fields can be left in for 5 production years and certified fields can be left in for 10 production 
years, with provisions for extensions, which must be approved by the breeder. Breeder seed will be produced by the breeder in either a spaced plant nursery or small increase field, as deemed appropriate by 
the breeder. Breeder Seed was harvested and declared in the fall of 2011 in New Jersey. 

N/A

N/A

N/A
Describe any other requirements or limitations necessary to maintain variety characteristics (optional):  

Licensing or royalty agreements that would affect activities undertaken by official seed certifying agencies (optional):  

Additional Stock Seed Statement (optional):  

Describe how breeder seed supply is to be maintained, and by whom (required):

State when certified seed may first be offered for sale if this variety is recommended by official certifying agencies. 2026
State whether certified seed production acreage may be published by AOSCA and member agencies. No

10 Breeder, Foundation and Registered

Classes Allowed for Certification Length of Stand Allowed (Years)
Enter 0 if class not allowed

Class(es) of Seed That May Be 
Used to Establish Field

5 Breeder
5 Breeder and Foundation

Other significant growth, seed, or other descriptive characteristics (e.g. color, shape, cool vs. warm season, annual vs. perennial, biotic or abiotic environmental reactions).


