
 

 

Variety Name: Snowford 
Experimental Designation: MLW319-740c 

Variety Owner/Developer: Highland Specialty Grains 
Recommended: September 2025 

 
1. Snowford, MLW319-740c two-row winter barley is developed by Highland Specialty Grains 

Inc. for the forage barley market. 
 
2. Snowford was selected for hooded plants with good winter survivability.      
 
3. Snowford was tested for winter hardiness north of Highway 2 in Washington state and 

yielded tested for forage and grain yield near Moses Lake, WA.       
 
4 Snowford hasn’t been tested thoroughly enough to make claims of its disease resistance.  
  
5.   Identifying characteristics –  
  1. Growth Habit: Winter       16. Plant Height (see below):       
  2. Spike: Two-row 17. Spike Shape: Other, Tapering 
  3. Coleoptile Color: Green 18. Spike Density: Mid-dense 
  4. Juvenile Growth Habit: Semi-erect 19. Spike Position at Maturity: Upright 
  5. Plant Tillering: High 20. Hairiness of Rachis Edge: Covered 
  6. Leaf Color at Boot: Green 21. Rachilla Hair Length: Long 
  7. Flag Leaf at Boot: Erect, Twisted 22. Lemma Awns: Sessile Hoods 
  8. Pubescence on Leaf Blade: Absent 23. Length of Lemma Awns: Hooded 
  9. Pubescence on Leaf Sheath: Absent 24. Lemma Awn Surface: Hooded 
10. Auricle Color: White 25. Glume Hairiness: Middle Only 
11.Heading Date (see below):       26. Glume Awn Surface: Semi-smooth 
12. Stem Color: White 27. Glume/Lemma Adherence: Covered 
13. Neck Shape: Straight 28. Texture (if covered): Semi-wrinkled 
14. Collar Shape: V-Shaped 29. Aleurone Color: Colorless 
15. Spike Exsertion: Full 30. Avg 1,000 Kernel Wt. (grams) 44      
 
31. Heading:  151.5     which is:   7    Days EARLIER than:  Verdant     
 
32. Height: 123      cm, which is   8    cm SHORTER than:   Verdant    
 
33. Physiological or Biochemical Traits:      
 
34. Variants and Frequency:  Due to the wide cross there are several possible variants that may be 

observed in Snowford. A six-row awned plant at frequency of 4/10,000, a 
two-row awned plant at 4/10,000 and a six row hooded plant up to 
2/10,000 plants. Otherwise no other variants are known to occur.      

 
6. The certified classes of seed to be recognized are Foundation, Registered, and Certified. 

HSG will maintain breeder seed of Snowford through head rows as necessary.       
 
7. Certified Seed will likely be available for planting in the fall of 2026 and 2027 harvest crop 

year.       
 
8. Application for PVP will be made, application to be sold by variety name only will not be 

selected.      
 
9. Certified seed production acreage is not to be published by AOSCA and certifying agencies.      


