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1. Variety name: Ironblade  Kind: Kentucky bluegrass 
 Genus: Poa Species: pratensis L. 
 Experimental designation (s): 00-1138, J-1138 
 Date submitted: January 9, 2019     Amended: 2025 (name change only) 

 

2. J-1138 is an apomictic Kentucky bluegrass that originated as an apparent open-pollinated progeny of Freedom 2 
Kentucky bluegrass.  A block of Freedom 2, consisting of 1560 spaced plants was established in Idaho in 1999 from 
Breeder seed.  In 2000, plants in the block were examined by the breeder.  Plants that obviously originated from 
non-apomictic sources were flagged and their seed individually harvested and cleaned.  Among the approximate 
150 hybrids selected from this block included 00-1138, the experimental designation for J-1138, which according to 
the breeder’s field book showed differences from Freedom 2 in plant appearance prior to the expression of panicles.   

After a record of promising turf performance in several states, the decision was made to consider J-1138 for entry 
into the National Turfgrass Evaluation Program test trial.  Breeder seed was generated in 2005 from the retained 
pinch of seed from the original J-1138 nursery plant.  A second breeder increase block was planted in June 2009 
and harvested in 2010.  Plants of J-1138 in these breeder blocks showed an apomixis rate of approximately 92%.  
First breeder seed was produced in 2005. 

 

3. J-1138 primary adaptation is turf. It was developed and tested in Idaho and Washington.  It was evaluated for turf 
performance in Idaho, Maryland, Ohio, California, and Oregon.     

 

4. Growth & Plant Height (cm) Flag Leaf Height (cm) Panicle Length (cm) 
Morphology 2018 2018 2018 
Traits Corvallis, OR Aurora, OR Corvallis, OR Aurora, OR Corvallis, OR Aurora, OR 
       J-1138 43.1 54.4 27.0 25.7 9.2 8.8 
Midnight 45.8 54.0 26.5 31.0 8.3 9.8 
BlueChip 66.4 68.9 37.2 35.2 11.8 12.0 
Merit 43.5 54.0 26.2 29.4 9.8 9.5 
       LSD (.05) 3.0 1.5 3.1 1.4 0.9 0.4 
C.V. % 8.7 6.6 15.3 12.0 12.7 10.5 

 

Data collected from: Spaced single plants x Plants in rows/solid seeding  
 

Variants to be expected and frequency: Spaced plant apomixis rate of J-1138 averaged 92%.  
    

5. Turf Use Turf Quality Genetic Color Texture Rust 

a) Corvallis, OR Corvallis, OR Corvallis, OR Corvallis, OR 
b) 2016-17 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 

             J-1138 5.8 5.6 6.9 6.7 6.8 5.5 3.7 4.7 
Midnight 5.7 5.7 6.5 5.5 6.3 6.0 5.7 5.3 
Merit  5.6 5.0 5.7 5.7 5.2 4.3 7.0 6.3 
BlueChip 5.9 5.7 5.9 5.7 5.5 5.0 7.0 7.0 
Baron 5.5 4.9 6.1 5.5 6.2 5.5 7.0 6.3 

 LSD (.05) 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.7 1.8 1.4 
C.V.% 6.0 5.8 5.5 6.1 5.1 6.3 16.1 11.0 
 ●Scale used to report traits (if appropriate): 1 to 9 rating scale, where 9 = most desirable 
●Insert additional information for use by inspectors (if any): 
**If necessary, identify locations in line b) by the following key - A:  B:   

 

6. Jacklin Seed by Simplot ® maintains Breeder seed.  Seed classes recognized are Foundation, Registered, and Certified 
with stand lengths of 3, 3, and 6 years, respectively.  

 

7. First certified-generation seed will be produced in 2019.  It will be sold as blue tag seed pending GVRB approval.  
PVP will not be sought.  

 

Date this application was submitted: Jan 9, 2019  Date recommended by the VRB:  Jun 20, 2019 
 


