
 

 

Barley 
Variety Name: Cantu 

Experimental Designation: HO516-373, TR18747 
Variety Owner/Developer: Highland Specialty Grains 

Recommended: April 2025 
 

1. Cantu, HO516-373, TR18747, two-rowed spring barley was developed by Highland Specialty Grains 
from the cross of BZ509-216/Champion. 

 
2. Agronomically desired rows were selected and advanced based on seed size, standability, and 

tillering. Cantu was developed and advanced through a modified bulk pedigree breeding system.  
 

3. Cantu has shown good adaptation to the Pacific Northwest barley growing areas under both Irrigation 
and Dryland conditions.  

 
4 Cantu has not been tested thoroughly enough to make claims of its disease resistance. 

 
5. Identifying characteristics – insert the descriptive term from the Objective Description (pages 3-5) 
 

  1. Growth Habit: Spring 16. Plant Height (see below): 97.5 cm 
  2. Spike: Two-row 17. Spike Shape: Strap 
  3. Coleoptile Color: Green 18. Spike Density: Mid-Dense 
  4. Juvenile Growth Habit: Erect 19. Spike Position at Maturity: Nodding 
  5. Plant Tillering: Intermediate 20. Hairiness of Rachis Edge: Covered 
  6. Leaf Color at Boot: Green 21. Rachilla Hair Length: Long 
  7. Flag Leaf at Boot: Erect, Twisted 

Slightly waxy 
22. Lemma Awns: Straight 

  8. Pubescence on Leaf Blade: No 23. Length of Lemma Awns: Long 
  9. Pubescence on Leaf Sheath: No 24. Lemma Awn Surface: Rough 
10.:Auricle Color: Purple 25. Glume Hairiness: Middle Only 
11.Heading Date (see below): 169.7 days 26. Glume Awn Surface: Rough 
12. Stem Color: White 27. Glume/Lemma Adherence: Covered 
13. Neck Shape: Straight 28. Texture (if covered): Semi-Wrinkled 
14. Collar Shape: V-Shaped 29. Aleurone Color: Colorless 
15. Spike Exsertion: Full 30. Avg 1,000 Kernel Wt (grrams: 49.7 

 
Heading date: 169.7 which is: 1 Day(s)  EARLIER than: Altorado 

 
Plant height: 97.5 cm, which 

is 
10.4 cm  TALLER Altorado 

 
Physiological or Biochemical Traits:  

 
Variants and Frequency: Cantu is stable and uniform, an off-type that is 3-6 inches taller and may 

be observed at a frequency of 4/10,000 plants.  
 

6. Highland Specialty Grains and Crop Production Services (CPS) of Canada will maintain breeder seed 
by planting head rows when necessary.  The certified classes of seed shall be: Select, Foundation, 
Registered, and Certified.   

 
7. Certified Seed will possibly be sold in the Spring of 2023. 

 
8. Application will be made for protection in the United States of America under the Plant Variety 

Protection Act and in Canada under the Plant Breeder Rights Act.   
 

 
9. Certified seed production acreage is not to be published by AOSCA and certifying agencies. 

  


