Barley
Variety Name: BG Echo
Experimental Designation: HO216-245
Variety Owner/Developer: Highland Specialty Grains
Recommended: April 2025

1. BG Echo, (HO216-245) six row spring barley, was developed by Highland Specialty Grains for the food barley market.

2. BG Echo was developed with a modified bulk pedigree breeding method, it was selected for short plant height, hulless waxy grain.

3. BG Echo has been tested and shown adaptation to the dryland acres northern Palouse and irrigated Columbia Basin of Washington State.

4 BG Echo has shown similar tolerance yellow rust as BG 012 in the Pacific Northwest.

5. Identifying characteristics —

1. Growth Habit: Spring 16. Plant Height (see below):
2. Spike: 6 Row 17. Spike Shape: Oblong
3. Coleoptile Color: Green 18. Spike Density: Mid-Dense
4. Juvenile Growth Habit: Prostrate 19. Spike Position at Maturity: Inclined
5. Plant Tillering: Intermediate 20. Hairiness of Rachis Edge: Few
6. Leaf Color at Boot: Green 21. Rachilla Hair Length: Many
7. Flag Leaf at Boot: Erect, Slight twist, No-wax 22. Lemma Awns: Straight
8. Pubescence on Leaf Blade: Absent 23. Length of Lemma Awns: Long
9. Pubescence on Leaf Sheath: ~ Absent 24. Lemma Awn Surface: Semi-smooth
10. Auricle Color: White 25. Glume Hairiness: Middle Only
11.Heading Date (see below): 26. Glume Awn Surface: Semi-smooth
12. Stem Color: White 27. Glume/Lemma Adherence: Naked
13. Neck Shape: Re-Curved 28. Texture (if covered): n/a
14. Collar Shape: Closed 29. Aleurone Color: Colorless
15. Spike Exsertion: Full 30. Avg 1,000 Kernel Wt. (grams) 363
31. ?eading 175 which is: > Day(s) (EARLIER) (LATER) than: | gter than BG 012
ate:
32. gla}nL t cm, which is 4 cm (SHORTER) (TALLER) (SAME AS)  14jer than BG 012
eight:

33. Physiological or Biochemical
Traits:

34. Variants and Frequency: BG Echo is stable and uniform in appearance and performance. However, a tall variant of 2-4 inches

taller may occur at 4/10,000 plants. A covered seed and/or non-waxy variant may occur at 18/10,000 seeds.

6. Highland Specialty Grains Inc. will maintain breeder seed by planting head rows when necessary. The certified classes of seed will be

Foundation, Registered, and Certified.
7. Certified seed will possibly be sold in the Spring of 2026

8. Application will be made for protection in the United States under the Plant Variety Protection Act without the Title V option.

An application for Patent will also be made.

9. Certified seed production acreage is not to be published by AOSCA and certifying agencies.
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BG Echo is stable and uniform in appearance and performance. However, a tall variant of 2-4 inches

taller may occur at 4/10,000 plants. A covered seed and/or non-waxy variant may occur at 18/10,000 seeds.

BG Echo, (HO216-245) six row spring barley, was developed by Highland Specialty Grains for the food barley market.

BG Echo was developed with a modified bulk pedigree breeding method, it was selected for short plant height, hulless waxy grain.

BG Echo has been tested and shown adaptation to the dryland acres northern Palouse and irrigated Columbia Basin of Washington State.

BG Echo has shown similar tolerance yellow rust as BG 012 in the Pacific Northwest. 
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Highland Specialty Grains Inc. will maintain breeder seed by planting head rows when necessary. The certified classes of seed will be 
Foundation, Registered, and Certified.

Certified seed will possibly be sold in the Spring of 2026

Application will be made for protection in the United States under the Plant Variety Protection Act without the Title V option. 
An application for Patent will also be made. 

Certified seed production acreage is not to be published by AOSCA and certifying agencies. 
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