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I. General Varietal Information

Variety Name: Barflexa Experimental Designation: 7FACF82 

Kind (Common): Tall Fescue Genus: Festuca Species: arundinacea Schreber 

Ploidy Level for Ryegrass:        

Percentage apomixis for apomictic varieties:      Recommended: April 2025 

II. Breeding History
Barflexa was selected for its late maturity, crown rust tolerance, palatability, persistence, and stable forage yield.  The maternal parentage 
derives from 71.43% Barcel, and 28.57% from material collected in Hungary in the late 1980’s by the Barenbrug France 
breeding team.    

Barflexa is a composite variety bred using mass selection.  The germplasm used to develop Barflexa traces to 10 plants 
seleced from Barcel crossed in isolation with 4 plants collected in Hungary.  The Barcel plants were selected for crown rust 
tolerance, palatablility, and forage yield.  The collections from Hungary were selected for palatablility and forage yield.  The 
14 plants from the isolated cross were bulk harvested and used to plant a breeder seed nursery.  First Breeder seed was 
produced in 2006 in Mas Grenier, France.

III. Probable Adaption & Purposes

 Barflexa will primarily be used for forage, both in grazing and harvested forage applications.  The variety is adapted to KY 
and MI. 

Forage 
Enter Forage Yields (kg/ha) Seedling Vigor 

Lexington, KY  Quicksand, KY Seedling Vigor:  Lexington, KY Seedling Vigor:  Quicksand, 
KY 

2019   2020   2021 2019   2020   2021 2018   2018   

Barflexa 5873          6972         8384 4596        4573       7487 5.0         4.6         
KY31+  7241          8205         9482 7801        10177       4730 4.9         4.9         

BarOptima+E34  5828          8362         7868 5806        6097       6120 4.8         4.0         
Jesup MaxQ  6613          7985         9012 7465        9012       5739 4.8         4.1         

Bull 7061          7599         8720 4.5         
Trial Mean 6322          7644         8250 6770        7756       5873 4.6         4.4         

Trial High 7555          8832         9617 10065          10177         8160 5.0          5.0          
Trial Low 4685          6389         6658 3901          4439         4080 3.4          3.5          

LSD (0.05) 1614          1838         2287 2645        3161       3295 0.4         0.7         

CV 18.2          17.1         19.6 27.7        28.9       39.5 6.2         11.5         

Vigor score based on a scale of 
1 to 5, 5 = most vigorous 

seedling growth.      

Vigor score based on a scale of 
1 to 5, 5 = most vigorous 

seedling growth.      



Growth & 
Morphology 

Traits 

1. Heading Date 
When 50% of the plants in the variety have at least 

three heads emerged from the boot 
Note: Other measurements of relative maturity may 

be substituted if properly described and justified 
(see F)

2. Mature Plant Height (cm) 3. Flag Leaf Height* (cm) 

2023               2024 2022               2023 2022               2023 
Barflexa  135.00 126.50 135.37 111.84 72.02 72.56 

BarOptima+E34  131.33 120.33 151.68 124.67 75.15 77.73 

Barolex  127.88 121.30 129.79 111.47 70.99 68.51 

Bariane 137.67 129.67 147.51 115.92 80.14 74.31 

Barelite  129.83 124.67 143.09 113.30 77.16 69.10 

Trial Mean 129.39 121.14 139.75 116.51 73.80 70.69 

Trial High 137.67              131.33 154.99              138.79 83.33              77.73 

Trial Low 118.17              112.17 116.66              105.07 65.05              62.07 

LSD (0.05) 7.15 7.56 13.31 17.82 7.29 10.96 

CV 3.96 4.47 7.08 11.10 7.08 11.10 

Part V. Stock Seed Maintenance and Limitations of Generations 
Breeder seed of Barflexa was first produced in 2006.  Breeder seed stock is maintained by Barenbrug USA, Inc. Research Center, Albany, OR, USA.  
Breeder seed is stored in an environmentally controlled, long-term storage facility at the Research Center, Albany, OR, USA.  If/when new Breeder 
seed is needed, this will be planted, rogued by the plant breeder, and harvested as Breeder seed.  FoundaKon stands may only be planted from 
Breeder seed.  Registered stands may be established from either Breeder seed or FoundaKon seed.  CerKfied fields may be established from 
Breeder, FoundaKon, or Registered seed.  FoundaKon and Registered class fields will be limited to three harvests of FoundaKon/Registered 
producKon, followed by four addiKonal harvests of CerKfied producKon.  CerKfied class fields will be limited to seven years of seed producKon.  
AddiKonal years of seed producKon may be approved by the breeder, or an individual designated by the breeder. 

Type of Breeder’s Seed Maintenance:  Synthetic        Continued Population X      Apomictic      

Part VI. Certification Information 
If this variety is recommended as eligible for certification by o7icial seed certifying agencies, when will certified seed likely be first o7ered 
for sale?  2025 
Will PVP be sought? No  

4. Flag Leaf Blade Length* (cm) 5. Flag Leaf Width* (mm) 6. Inflorescence Length in (cm) 
2022               2023 2022               2023 2022               2023 

Barflexa  24.56 16.45 8.11 5.05 29.88 21.62 

BarOptima+E34 20.75 19.83 7.10 5.82 29.85 22.97 

Barolex  22.63 21.25 7.20 5.53 25.18 23.06 

Bariane  25.00 19.29 9.36 6.13 32.15 25.55 

Barelite  23.68 18.99 6.97 5.23 30.22 22.59 

Trial Mean  21.61 18.99 7.25 5.53 28.41 23.20 

Trial High 26.51 29.97 9.36 6.50 32.15 27.25 

Trial Low 12.94 12.18 4.98 4.15 22.43 21.18 

LSD (0.05) 2.77 3.04 1.29 0.70 2.28 3.64 

CV 9.18 11.44 5.74 11.24 5.74 11.24 

Planting Method for Data Collection 
Spaced single plants X   Plants in rows/solid seeding  

Variants 
 All seed lots produced to date have produced forage grass with comparable yield and acceptable uniformity.  As with any sexually propagated 
variety, variants will arise in each generaKon.  Uniformity of individual plant characterisKcs is 95%.  Less than 5% variants have been found and 
they can be idenKfied as having reduced seedhead iniKaKon, maturity earlier or later than the majority of the field, or smaller plant size 
compared to the Barflexa plants.  These variants are relaKvely infrequent in occurrence and are rouKnely rogued from seed stock fields during 
the first year.  


