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I. General Varietal Information

Variety Name: Kizzle                  Experimental Designation: ROE 

Kind (Common): Tall fescue  Genus: Festuca Species:  arundinacea 

Ploidy Level for Ryegrass:        

Percentage apomixis for apomictic varieties:      Recommended: April 2025 

II. Breeding History
Kizzle Tall fescue (Festuca arundinacea) was selected for high seed yield potential, medium-fine leaf texture, semi-dwarf 
growth habit and medium-early maturity. The germplasm used to develop Kizzle traces to  33% Apache tall fescue, 25% 
trace to plants collected from a park in Bayonne, NJ in 1976, 17% trace to plants selected from the University of GA State 
Hospital in 1977, 9%  trace to a few plants utilized in an interspecific crossing program with perennial ryegrass (Lolium 
perenne L.) conducted in the early 1990's, 8% trace to plants selected for improved stem rust tolerance in 1987, 8% trace to 
a collection made in 2002 from southwestern Europe. The collection underwent two backcrossing cycles to improve 
turfgrass color and quality.  Breeder seed of Kizzle was first produced in 2015 in Gervias, OR.   

III. Probable Adaption & Purposes

 Kizzle will be used for Turf. Kizzle was evaluated in the  2018 National Turfgrass Evaluation Program Tall Fescue Test. 
Additional trials were done in Oregon. 

Turf Use 
2019-2022 Turf Quality 2019-2022 Color  2019-2022 Texture 2019-2022 Brown Patch  

Adelphia, NJ 2019-2022        
Corvallis, OR 2019-2022 

Sillwater, OK 2019-2022            
Logan, UT 2019-2022 

Newark, DE 2019-2022            
Adelphia, NJ 2019-2022 

Raleigh, NC 2019-2022        
Adelphia, NJ 2019-2022 

Kizzle  5.0 5.3 6.5                5.6 5.7               3.8 5.4              6.3 

Providence  6.0 5.7 6.6                5.8 6.8               6.5 6.3              8.3 

Birmingham 4.0 5.2 6.6                6.1 5.8               3.8 3.7              5.3 

Lafayette 3.9 5.2 6.9                6.6 6.0               4.5 4.4              6.7 

KY-31 1.2 2.9 3.8                3.1 4.0               1.2 5.2              5.0 

Trial Mean 5.2  5.3 6.6 5.8 6.2  5.7 5.4  6.8 

Trial High 7.5  6.0 7.2 7.3 7.2 8.3 7.2  8.7 

Trial Low 1.2  2.9 3.8 3.1 4.0  1.2 3.4  3.3 

LSD (0.05) 0.7 0.4 0.2                0.5 0.6               1.1 1.2              1.6 

CV 8.3 4.4 2.4                4.9 6.0               12.3 14.1              14.3 
Scale used to report traits (if 

appropriate): 1-9, 9=Ideal  
Scale used to report traits (if 

appropriate): 1-9, 9=Dark 
Green 

Scale used to report traits (if 
appropriate):  1-9, 9=Fine 

Scale used to report traits (if 
appropriate): 1-9, 9=Tolerant 

Turfgrass quality and other traits of the tall fescue cultivars in the 2018 National Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP) Trials sown at 28 locations in the 
United States and at Guelph, Ontario, Canada. The trials were sown with 132 entries in a randomized complete block design with three replications. Tables 

represent the high and low rated entries and comparison varieties. Full data can be found on the NTEP website at http:ntep.org.   



Growth & 
Morphology 

Traits 

1. Heading Date 
When 50% of the plants in the variety have at least 

three heads emerged from the boot 
Note: Other measurements of relative maturity may 

be substituted if properly described and justified 
(see F)

2. Mature Plant Height (cm) 3. Flag Leaf Height* (cm) 

2021/ Salem, OR               2022/  Salem, OR 2021/ Salem, OR        2022/ Salem, OR 2021/ Salem, OR            2022/ Salem, OR 
Kizzle  Apr-26 Apr-26 88.9 105.7 46.1 55.2 

Providence May-1 Apr-29 79.3 92.4 41.7 44.9 

Lafayette  May-4 May-3 80.0 106.4 38.8 52.9 

Birmingham Apr-29 Apr-28 89.9 121.6 46.9 63.2 

Memphis May-1 Apr-29 84.1 108.7 42.4 53.9 

Trial Mean May-1 Apr-30 80.9 101.1 40.1 50.3 

Trial High May-6              May-5 94.0              121.6 48.6              63.2 

Trial Low Apr-26              Apr-26 50.0              58.5 19.3              24.5 

LSD (0.05) 1.57 1.74 5.4 8.2 4.2 5.1 

CV 0.76 0.84 6.1 5.9 6.1 5.9 

Part V. Stock Seed Maintenance and Limitations of Generations 
    Breeder seed will be maintained by The Scotts Company in Gervais, OR. Foundation fields may only be planted with Breeder 
seed. Registered fields may be established with Breeder seed or Foundation seed. Certified fields may be established with 
Breeder, Registered or Foundation class seed. Foundation class seed may be harvested for a max of three years. Registered 
class may be harvested for a max of three years. Certified seed may be harvested for a max of six years. Additional years of 
seed production harvest may be approved by the breeder.  
Type of Breeder’s Seed Maintenance:  Synthetic        Continued Population X Apomictic      

Part VI. Certification Information 
If this variety is recommended as eligible for certification by o_icial seed certifying agencies, when will certified seed likely 
be first o_ered for sale?  Certified seed may be available in 2025. 

Will PVP be sought? No PVP will be filed.  If so, will the certification option be chosen? No 

4. Flag Leaf Blade Length* (cm) 5. Flag Leaf Width* (mm) 6. Inflorescence Length in (cm) 
2021/ Salem, OR               2022/ Salem, OR 2021/ Salem, OR          2022/ Salem, OR 2021/ Salem, OR               2022/ Salem, OR 

Kizzle  11.4 12.0 5.0 2.6 17.1 17.1 

Providence 13.5 10.9 4.4 2.7 14.2 17.6 

Lafayette 10.9 10.6 4.6 3.1 15.4 16.1 

Birmingham  15.2 14.4 5.8 3.6 19.0 20.5 

Memphis 11.0 10.0 4.0 3.2 16.5 16.0 

Trial Mean  11.8 11.2 4.6 2.8 15.4 16.6 

Trial High 15.8 14.4 5.8 3.6 19.0 20.5 

Trial Low 5.3 8.5 3.6 1.6 7.8 8.8 

LSD (0.05) 1.4 2.3 0.5 0.4 1.8 1.6 

CV 7.0 12.2 7.0 5.7 7.0 5.7 

Planting Method for Data Collection 

Spaced single plants X   Plants in rows/solid seeding  

Variants 

 Variants are below 5% these plants are slightly taller and coarser than the rest of the population.  


