
 

Red Clover 
Variety Name: Starburst  

Experimental Designation:20-LARC-1 
 
1. Origin and Breeding History 

Starburst is a multiple cut red clover developed by Velde Clover Genetics LLC using phenotypic recurrent 
selection. Plants were selected from a three-year-old of stands near Green Bay, WI.  These plants were 
selected for persistence, herbage yield, resistance to powdery mildew (Erysiphe polygoni), northern 
anthracnose (Kabatiella caulivora) and black patch (Rhizoctonia leguminicola).   During selection, individual 
plants were chosen for high seed yield.  The background for Starburst three varietal populations.  The seed 
from the highest seed yielding plants were bulked to produce Syn.1 Breeder Seed in 2017 near Clinton, WI. 

 
2. Areas of Probable Adaptation 

Starburst has been tested in Wisconsin, New York and Kentucky.  The area of adaptation is North Central and 
East Central and intended for use in the United States. 

  
3. Agronomic and Botanical Characteristics 
Classification:    Multiple cut _  Productive Persistence:  3-4 years 
Ploidy:     Diploid  Flower Color:   55% red, 44% pink, 1% white 
% Flowering Seedling Year:  80%      Leaf marking at 50% Flowering:  72% marked 
Stem Hairiness:    95%  
Description of Variant:    None observed 
   
4. Additional Description and/or Information about Physiology, Pest Reaction, and  

Other Varietal Attributes 
Starburst is one day earlier than Marathon and two days later than Gallant. 

 
5. Procedures for Maintaining Seed Stock 

Seed increases of Starburst are limited to two generations of breeder (Syn 1 and 2), two generations of 
foundation seed (Syn 3 and 4), two generations of registered seed (Syn 5 6) and four generations of certified 
seed (4, 5, 6, and 7). Breeder seed was produced in 2017 (Syn 1) sufficient for the life of the variety and will be 
maintained by Velde Clover Genetics.   Length of stands allowed are two years for each breeder, foundation, 
registered, and three years on certified classes.  

 
6. Certified Seed Availability and Publication of Certified Seed Production 
Certified Seed may be available in 2026.  The applicant requests that certified seed acres not be published by AOSCA and 
its agencies. 
 
7. Generations Allowed –  7.1 Length of Stand Limitation –  
Mark All That Apply   If None, Please State 

   Foundation    2 years 
   Registered     2 years 
   Certified        2 years 
 

 
8. PVP Information 
Application will not be applied for.  Information on this application may be forwarded to the PVP office. 

 
Date Recommended by AOSCA: 3-3-2025 

Foundation X   
Registered  X 
Certified     X 


