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Barley 
Rockford 

YU318-347 
 

1. Rockford, YU318-347 2 row hooded spring barley was developed by Highland Specialty Grains.  
 

2. Rockford was selected for hooded, high tillering, leafy, plant types that would be favorable for the 
hay/forage barley market using a modified bulk pedigree breeding method.  

 
3. Rockford is adapted to the irrigated acres of Central Arizona as well as the irrigated acres of the 

San Joaquin Valley of California. 
 

4 Rockford has not been sufficiently tested to make claims about its disease resistance.  
 
5.   Identifying characteristics –  
 

  1. Growth Habit: Spring       16. Plant Height (see below): 121.8 cm 
  2. Spike: Two-Row 17. Spike Shape: Other   Strap 
  3. Coleoptile Color: Green       18. Spike Density: Mid-Dense 
  4. Juvenile Growth Habit: Erect 19. Spike Position at Maturity: Inclined 
  5. Plant Tillering: High 20. Hairiness of Rachis Edge: Covered 
  6. Leaf Color at Boot: Yellow-Green 21. Rachilla Hair Length: Long 
  7. Flag Leaf at Boot: Erect 22. Lemma Awns: Sessile Hoods 
  8. Pubescence on Leaf Blade: No 23. Length of Lemma Awns: See above 
  9. Pubescence on Leaf Sheath: No 24. Lemma Awn Surface: See above 
10. Auricle Color: Other Slight Purple 25. Glume Hairiness: Covered 
11.Heading Date (see below): 83.5 Days 26. Glume Awn Surface: Semi-Smooth 
12. Stem Color: Other Slight Purple 27. Glume/Lemma Adherence: Covered 
13. Neck Shape: Straight       28. Texture (if covered): Slightly Wrinkled 
14. Collar Shape: Closed 29. Aleurone Color: Colorless 
15. Spike Exsertion: Intermediate 30. Avg 1,000 Kernel Wt. (grams) 46.1 

 
31. Heading 

date: 
83.5 which is: 0 Day(s) (EARLIER) (LATER) than: the same as Stockford 

 
32. Plant 

height: 
121.8 cm, which is 5.4 cm  SHORTER than 

Stockford 
 

33. Physiological or Biochemical 
Traits: 

      

 
34. Variants and Frequency: Rockford is a stable and uniform variety but a few variants may 

occur. A 2 row, or 6 row awned variant at 6/10,000 plants. 6 row 
hooded plants at 2/10,000 plants. 

 
6. Highland Specialty Grains will maintain breeder seed by planting head rows when necessary. The 

certified classes of seed shall be: Foundation, Registered and Certified.  
 

7. Application for Foundation seed will be made in 2025. 
 

8. Application for PVP will be made without the Title V option.  
 

9. Certified seed acreage and production is not to be published by AOSCA & seed certifying 
agencies. 

 


