Grass
Variety Name: Alpha Centauri
Experimental Designation: PPG-PR 545

Variety name: Alpha Centauri

Genus. Lolium

Experimental designation: PPG-PR 545
Date submitted: 4/3/2024

Kind: Perennial Ryegrass
Species: perenne
Ploidy level for ryegrass: diploid

Alpha Centauri perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne) was selected for medium-late maturity, dark green color, and good
turf performance. The variety was developed using phenotypic and genotypic selection. It was selected from the maternal
progenies of 13 plants that trace to the varieties Alloy (15.4%), AllStar 3 (7.7%), Coda (7.7%), Green Supreme (7.7%),
Stellar 3GL (23%), Slugger 3GL (15.4%), a plant of unknown origin collected near Jefferson, Oregon (7.7%) and OC1 &
0C2, a population obtained from Rutgers University (15.4%). Breeder seed was first produced in 2020 near Albany,
Oregon.

Alpha Centauri has been trialed for turf management in western Oregon. The data indicates that Alpha Centauri is suitable
for turf use in western Oregon.

4. Growth & Heading Date (day of year), Mature Plant Height Flag Leaf Height (cm),
Morphology Traits Albany OR (cm), Albany OR Albany OR
2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023
Alpha Centauri 168.4 158.8 41.2 39.3 15.9 21.0
Linn 154.6 137.1 63.4 72.7 27.3 36.2
Manhattan 11 158.6 144.9 53.8 56.2 22.5 26.8
Grandslam GLD 163.7 149.9 34.7 513 13.3 26.7
Manhattan 179.0 165.9 41.8 41.5 18.7 214
Trial Mean 164.2 150.6 45.8 51.2 18.9 26.3
LSD (.05) 2.4 2.5 2.0 2.4 1.9 2.8
C.V. (%) 0.9 1.0 2.8 3.2 6.2 7.0

Data collection from: Spaced single plants: X Plants in rows/solid seeding:
Variants to be expected and frequency: A small percentage (<0.5%) are taller, coarser bladed, or lighter green than the rest of

the population.
Turf Quality (1-9; 9=Ideal Genetic Color (1-9; 9=Very Turf Density (1-9; 9=Very Leaf Spot (1-9; 9=No
5. Turf Use Turf), Albany OR Dark Green), Albany OR Dense), Albany OR disease), Albany OR
2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023

Alpha Centauri 5.8 5.9 6.7 6.0 7.3 5.3 5.3 4.7
Grandslam GLD 4.9 5.2 6.7 6.0 7.0 6.3 4.3 5.0
Apple SGL 4.4 4.6 6.0 5.0 7.0 6.7 3.7 3.7
Linn 1.3 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 1.7
LSD (.05) 0.5 0.6 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.6 1.2 1.1
C.V. (%) 5.9 6.8 10.9 12.3 10.1 15.5 14.8 13.4

A supply of breeder seed is maintained in cold storage at Peak Plant Genetics in Albany, Oregon. Foundation fields may
only be planted from breeder seed. Registered stands may be established from either Foundation or Breeder Seed. Certified
fields may be established from Breeder, Foundation, or Registered seed. Foundation and Registered class fields will be
limited to three harvests of Foundation or Registered production followed by two years of Certified class production.
Certified class fields will be limited to five years of seed production. Additional years of seed production may be approved

by the breeder or an individual designated by the breeder.

If this variety is recommended as eligible for certification by official seed certifying agencies, certified seed will be first

offered for sale in 2024. It is undecided if Plant Variety Protection will be applied for.




