
Grass
Experimental Designation: NAI-17-4 

1. Kind: Kentucky bluegrass Genus: Poa
Species: pratensis
Experimental designation(s): NAI-17-4 Date submitted: 4/3/2024

2. NAI-17-4 Kentucky bluegrass has been selected from the progeny of a cross of Clancy x Midnight.  The maternal parent of
Clancy was selected from public roadsides in north-central Texas.  Open cross pollination of selected plants with evaluation
and selection of segregated seedlings.  The first breeder seed harvest of NAI-17-4 occurred in 2017 in St. Paul, Oregon.
NAI-17-4 has been considered highly uniform and stable with an apomictic level of 97% based on 70 seedlings observed.
The parents of NAI-17-4, Clancy and Midnight, are considered to be 97% apomictic.

3. NAI-17-4 has been evaluated for use as a turfgrass in St. Paul, Oregon and appears adapted at this location.

4. Growth &
Morphology Traits 

Mature Plant Height, St. Paul OR 
(cm) 

Flag Leaf Height, St. Paul OR (cm) Panicle Length, St. Paul, OR (cm) 

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019
NAI-17-4 72.3  88.3 29.4  36.9 10.2  11.7 
NAI-17-8 83.6  94.7 41.4 56.3 14.1  14.9
Check #1 Clancy 75.2  90.6 34.8 50.5 13.7  14.9
Check #2 Midnight 36.6  44.3 16.4 22.4 7.3 5.9
Check #3 Kenblue 58.1  81.5 31.0 42.0 9.3 12.5
Check #4 Shamrock 50.7  59.5 19.8 29.7 8.2 8.3
Trial Mean  45.9  59.6 23.6 31.3 9.1 9.3
LSD (.05)  2.12  3.7 1.8 3.3 0.9  0.7
C.V. or
S.E. (specify) S.E. 

1.08  1.9 0.9 1.7 0.5 0.4

Data collection from:  Spaced single plants: XXX
Variants to be expected and frequency: less than 3% are later maturing or smaller/shorter.  These plants should be rogued from 

production of Breeder, Foundation and Registered seed production. 

5. Turf Use
Turf Quality St. Paul, OR Genetic Color, St. Paul, OR 

Spring Green Up, St. 
Paul,OR 

Summer Density, St. Paul, 
OR 

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019   2020
NAI-17-4 6.0   6.1 5.4  5.7 7.0 7.3 5.7 6.0
NAI-17-8 5.8   5.7 5.4   5.3 7.8  8.0 5.7  5.7
Check #1 Clancy 5.8   5.4 5.0  5.3 7.3 7.7 5.3 5.0
Check #2 Midnight 6.8 6.8 7.3 7.7 4.3 4.3 6.8 7.3
Check #3 Baron 4.7   4.4 5.0  4.7 5.0 5.3 5.5 4.7
Check#4 Shamrock 6.1   5.9 6.0  6.0 5.7 6.3 5.8 5.3

LSD (.05)  
0.7   0.6 0.7   0.9 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.9

C.V. or
S.E. (specify) S.E. 

0.3   0.3 0.3   0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4

Scale used to report traits: 1-9, where 9=best, most and 1= worst, least 
6. Breeder seed of NAI-17-

Breeder.  of seed increase 
shall follow Breeder seed as F Registered and C

F
established from Breeder or F

B F R
 on a case-by-case basis. 

7. Certified seed is anticipated to be available in August of 2025. A decision on PVP has not been made at this time.


