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2024 AOSCA Southern Region Meeting Agenda
March 26-27, 2024
Embassy Suites by Hilton Raleigh Durham, Research Triangle, Cary, NC

Call to Order- The Southern Region AOSCA meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM on March 26, 2023.
The anti-trust was read to attendees. North Carolina Crop Improvement welcomed everyone to the
meeting and asked participants to introduce themselves.

Roll Call:

Tom Hardiman (VA) Rodney McNeace (USDA)

Terry Hollifield (GA) Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA) Gabriel Williams (USDA)
Henry Edmisten (NC)  Billy Skaggs (GA) Scott Vann (TN)
Matthew Young (TN)  Dustin Auman (NC) Charles Barnes (NC)

Kyle Stephens (SC) Jim Bostick (SCCIA) Caleb Warrington (GA)
Chi Trinh (USDA) Brad Stancil (SC) Cameron McMullen (NC)

Blake Freeman (GA) Jerry Rogers (VA)

Review and Approve minutes of last meeting, March 28, 2023, Fort Myers, FL. The minutes for the
previous meeting held in Fort Myers, FL on March 28t were read. Motion was made seconded and
approved to accept the minutes as written.

Present and approve the agenda. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the agenda with
these amendments.

AOSCA Board of Directors Report

Board of Directors President — Skaggs welcomed everyone and reviewed the projects the board and staff
have been working on in 2023. He then reviewed the improvement in the budget due to an increase in
dues and assessments. He was satisfied to report a strong financial standing, and the progress that has
been made over the last couple of years.

Southern Region Representatives — Young brought the Southern Region report. As on November 1, TCIA
took over the daily operations of KSIA and will be providing all inspections and certification services for
KY. Tobacco is the main crop grown in KY, and several of the fields are close to TN, so it has been an easy
transition.

The AOSCA Turfgrass training is coming up in TX at the end of April.



The Southern region is hosting the Annual meeting at Sandestin Beach and Golf resort in FL hosted by Dr.

Bostick.

Concerning issues from the other regions, Syngenta pulled sunflowers form Certification, some
Foundation still in production, but the future of sunflower Certification does not look very
promising. The potato industry is pushing to do away with a grow out for potatoes, and mixtures
in varieties has been an issue in Certified seed that has been found via grow out.

The Northern/Western joint meeting will be held the first of April, the meeting looks like it will be very

well attended.

AOSCA Report - Sarah Wilbanks

Wilbanks started out by reviewing the achievements of AOSCA in 2023 and updating everyone on the
status of the strategic plan. Wilbanks reviewed the 2023 finances.

Revenue

Dues & Assessments $215,733.95
Audit Assessment S 7,400.00
VRB $65,865.00
Total Revenue $289,480.69
Expenditures

Labor, FUTA, SUTA, Health, SIMPLE $234,728.00
Business Operations $39,695.18
Travel (Staff and BOD) $50,043.37
Agency Audits $12,500.00
Total Expenditures $336,966.18
Net Investment Revenue $52,808.75
Net Revenue $5323.26
Total Liabilities and Equities $937,360.42

Variety Review Boards- A total of 204 VRB applications have been reviewed as of year end. The
application income totaled $65,715. Amendment Income totaled $150.00. Leaving total income of
$65,865. It was announced that the Board of Directors voted to increase the VRB fees starting Fall 2024.
Alfalfa, Grass, Small Grain, and Sunflower will be $600.00. Hemp will be $1050, and amendment will
remain at $50.

Southern Region Account- The members were presented with the Southern Region account agreement.
The account totals $29,656.90 as of 12/31/24. A motion was made to renew the Southern Region
agreement with AOSCA, and keep the fee at $100.00

Agency evaluations- This year’s agencies to be evaluated in the Southern Region are Louisiana, Missouri,
and Oklahoma. The evaluator in the region will reach out to you shortly to schedule the evaluation.



Wilbanks and Bostick announced the annual meeting and reviewed the agenda. All attendees were
urged to participate.

10:00 AM Break
10:30 AM Certification Requirements and Standards Council Report - Tom Hardiman — Council Chair

Proposals presented to the Council by each working group was presented to the region. Discussion over
each proposal was had and suggested were documented for presentation at Annual Meeting. There
were no crop standard changes presented only guideline and SOP’s.

12:00-1:00 PM Lunch
1:00 PM Proposed Legislation and Bylaws Changes

Minute Distribution- Discussion was had on how the board meeting minutes were to be distributed post
meeting. The following standards change was presented:

“Article VIII. Section 10. Reports: Written minutes of the meetings of the board of
directors and membership shall be ferwarded available to each vested member within
30 days after such meeting or no later than the next annual meeting, whichever comes
first.”

Motion to support the proposed bylaws change, seconded and passed.

Regional distribution- Discussion was had on reducing the number of regions and redistributing the
North region to the South and West regions. No official suggestion resulted in the discussion.

Discussion topics submitted by each Region. One topic was submitted for discussion by the Southern
Region: How do agencies handle off-patent/PVP varieties regarding branding?

Election of Regional Board of Directors’ Representative —Billy Skaggs (GA) was nominated. A motion
was made, seconded and approved to close nominations and elect Billy Skaggs.

Election of Certification Requirements and Standards Council Vice-Chair- Tom Hardiman (VA) was
nominated Motion was made to elect Tom Hardiman as the Certification Requirements and Standards
Council Vice Chair elect. Motion was seconded and approved.

Select & Confirm Location, Host, Chair, Scribe for 2025 Regional Meeting

e 2025 - Georgia
e 2026 - Tennessee
e 2027 - Arkansas

A motion was made to adjourn the business meeting for the farm tour and dinner. Motion was made to
adjourn at 2:35 PM, seconded and approved.



