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2023 AOSCA Western Region Meeting Minutes 
April 4, 2023 

Hotel Winters, Winters, CA 

Call to Order - The Western AOSCA meeting was called to order at 8:30 AM on April 4th, 2023. The Anti-trust policy was 
read to attendees the day before at the pow-wow and Foundation Seed Meeting. 

Roll Call: 
              Katy Soden (CA)                                         Teresa Snyder (AOSCA) 
              Timothy Blank (CA)                                     Steve Malone (USDA) 
              Ashley Koala (CA)                                          Andrew Altishin (OR) 
              Mike Moore (WY)                                         Dan Curry (OR) 
              Jolene Sweet (WY)                                        Paula Moore (WA)  

Kyle Webber (WY)     Jodi Keeling (OR)                                       
              Michael Bouck (UT)   Alan Westra (ID) 
              Baylie Webster (UT) (Scribe)  Mick Goff (ID) 
              Mason Mayo (UT)   Kathy Stewart Williams (ID) 
              Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA)  Kathy Startt (AZ) 
  Heather Unverzagt (MT)   Rebecca Papke (MT) 
  Dan Howe-Remington Seeds  Nicole Hostert (CA) 
  Robert Stewart (CA)   Stephen Kielius (NV) 
  Melanie Bennett (WY)   Laura Pottorff (CO) 
  Barry Ogg (CO)    Aaron Jeschke (WA) 
 
Review & Approve Minutes from the April 5, 2022, Western Region Meeting. The minutes from the previous meeting 
held in Manhattan, KS on April 5, 2022, were reviewed. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the minutes 
as written.  
 
Present and approve agenda. The agenda was reviewed with additions requested including: 

 Discussion on clarifications for the small grain variety review requirements 
 OECD update 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the agenda with amendments as presented.  
 
AOSCA President’s Report –Board of Directors President, Andrew Altishin (OR) addressed the group with a summary of 
the board activities in the last year.  A budget has been set and adopted for 2023.  
Last year, a fee increase was announced with a penny increase per acre for the past year and another increase of a penny 
per acre for 2024. Meeting registration fees have also been discussed. AOSCA has run a budget deficit for the last couple 
of years. It’s the board’s priority to facilitate a sustainable budget for the AOSCA office. Additionally, he outlined changes 
in investments that AOSCA has made. 
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Western Region Board of Directors Report: The Western Region report was given by Michael Bouck. An update on the 
Mid-Winter Board Meeting was given. Michael added that much discussion went into the fee increases and that we always 
hesitate to raise fees, but that is what we must do.    

AOSCA CEO Report – The CEO Report was given by Sarah Wilbanks. She stated that she has made seven agency visits this 
year. She has attended ASTA, IPSA, AOSCA, AOSA/SCST annual meetings as the AOSCA representative. Additionally, she 
has participated in Wildland Collection meetings with the BLM to discuss the needs and feasibility of wildland seed 
collections. Executive Assistant, Teresa Snyder has been hired. There are nine agency evaluations scheduled for 2023, 
three in each region. Ron Larson will be the auditor for the Western region again this year. Nine agency evaluations were 
conducted last year with no major findings. Due to the change in administration of AOSCA, the organization went through 
an audit in 2021, all was found to be in good standing. Webinars on the Yellow Book, Variety Review Boards and Tag 
Printing were given. AOSCA received and processed 246 VRB applications in 2022. Additionally, Wilbanks published four 
articles in Seed Today. 

Certification Acres Breakdown for 2022: 
Certification  2,068,660 Acres 
QA   110,382 Acres 
IP   19,614 Acres 
Other   176,777 Acres 
Total   2,383,788 Acres 
 

Acreage continues to show a downward trend, down 3% during the period from 2017-2022. QA acres were down 50%, 
other acres down 21% and total acreage down 15% during the same period.  
In 2022 there were 43 member agencies. Of these, 25 had a decrease in acres and 18 had an increase in acres. This 
represents a 15% decrease in total acres. Income for AOSCA was down, $190,675.99 from $209,547.07 a decrease of 
$18,871.08.  

Financial summary: 
Dues and Assessments  $227,290.00 
Total revenue   $296,490.00 
Net Profit (Loss)   ($111,737.00) 

 
Investment Firms were changed from Moline, Il. to Augusta GA. A rate increase in acreage assessments was shown and 
discussed, 2023 rate of $0.09 and 2024 $0.11. The board voted to set membership fees at $750.00 and agency evaluations 
at $400.00, annually. 
 
Variety Review Boards (VRB): There were 171 total applications for 2023. Only three of those being hemp. This doesn’t 
include sunflower and the second round of small grains. Inconsistencies in applications and ways to increase efficiency in 
the application process were discussed. The vice chair of the variety review board will serve as the scribe during VRB 
meetings. Voting in VRB committees is not formal, primary members will agree on determination. VRB wants to create an 
internal database for all VRB applications. This database should help eliminate incomplete applications, reduce errors, and 
streamline the application process. Standardization needs to occur in pedigree and breeding methods format. The location 
years need to be better defined and headings for application and tables should be standardized.  
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The AOSCA office is working diligently to create a more efficient system for processing variety review applications. An 
automated flow system for VRB applications that will reduce human error and duplication of information has been 
created. Sunflower VRB applications were the first to utilize this new process with all other crops to be converted to the 
automated process upon each upcoming review period. 
 
Standards Book Review: Wilbanks reported that Mike Moore stepped up to lead the Standards Council. Last year AOSCA 
decided to do a full review of the standards book with the intent to review for accuracy and compliance with the Federal 
Seed Act and industry standards. Crop Committees have reviewed individual crop standards. A complete compilation of 
standards was presented for the regional members to review today.  
 
The western meeting reviewed each standard change and made recommendations to move forward to annual meetings. 
The end goal of the standards book review is to update and modernize AOSCA standards. Mike Moore took the lead on 
this project and has done a fantastic job.  
 
Agency evaluations:  AOSCA is making agency evaluations a priority again this year. A total of 9 were conducted last year. 
Ron Larson will continue to conduct these in 2023. This year the following states will be evaluated for the western region: 
Washington, Oregon, Nevada. Dates TBD: Fall 2023.   
Paula Moore reported what her lab audit costs are to help give perspective on how expensive other audits are, and how 
ours is much less than they could be. ISTA charges $10,000 every 3 years. Altishin pointed out that comparably, AOSCA 
has eliminated any possible waste or unnecessary costs. Ultimately, they are just trying to clear up the AOSCA deficits.  
Andy reported that the OECD meetings in Paris showed him that AOSCA has a lot going for them and what they can 
provide. We must make sure we have quality services and have the right people in place to sell it.  We should be focusing 
on “What is AOSCA providing”, and “What are we creating to be sold to the world” until we have a balanced budget in 
place.  
 
Western Regional Fund Agreement- Sarah reported on the 2023 the western region host fund with an account balance 
of: $27,745. Each region has an agreement with AOSCA to pay into the regional fund with differing fees.  For the western 
region, it is $300 annually, the western region needs to renew the regional account agreement. Motion made, seconded, 
and approved to continue the host fund agreement as it has in previous years.  It was suggested that AOSCA regions could 
offer to help agencies come to the meetings with a stipend from the host fund.  Discussions were had with no decisions 
on this going forward. 
 
AOSCA Strategic Plan: Wilbanks reviewed the new strategic plan. It combines the former long-range plan with the plans 
she has for AOSCA. It will be published soon on the new AOSCA website. 

AOSCA Website: The updated AOSCA website was shown to the group. The office is still working on pages for tag 
examples, certification explanations for the public, mission and purpose, national variety review board pages, applications, 
new drop downs, and to make it more user friendly. The website should be live by the 2023 annual meeting. 
 
Certification Requirements and Standards Council Report: Notes submitted by Dan Curry (OR) 
The Certification Requirements and Standards Council met on March 2, 2023, via Zoom. Mike Moore was the Chair of the 
meeting as he took the place of Lauren Port. The others that attended included Gail Harris (Global region), Tom Hardiman 
(Southern region), Dan Olson (Northern region), and Dan Curry (Western region).  
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Before the meeting, the Council members received input from the crop committees that reviewed the standard changes.  
Part of the review was to compare AOSCA standards with the Federal Seed Act. Wilbanks reviewed and summarized many 
of the reports that came into the AOSCA office. For the handbook review, the Council members reviewed the committee 
reports, talked about crops not reviewed, discussed commodity committee leadership and some strategies to fill the 
Council chairmanship. 
Mike Moore developed a paper that listed several crops that were not assigned to a committee, and they were reviewed. 
He also developed a small grain, hybrid wheat and rye, and rice review paper. He received input from the members, 
before, during and after the meeting.  
In summary, there are some standard changes proposed and many reviews of commodity standards. Most will need to be 
presented at regional meetings for members to review. On March 10th Mike Moore produced a nine-page report of the 
meeting that includes a summary of each of the suggestions for updating or changes of the various standards. I would like 
to give Moore a big thank you for all the work he did, both leading the Standards Council meeting and developing an 
organized summary of the changes proposed. 
 
Other Discussion Topics: 
VRB Suggested Changes: Unverzagt (MT) discussed the issues that were observed in the last small grains review. Some 
clarity is needed for applicants and reviewers. Small grain VRB applications need to be more uniform. The committee 
needs guidance for expectations for the statement of origins and breeding methods. Additionally, we need to decide on 
what our requirements for yield data will be. Some reviewers have different interpretations. As agencies are urging 
breeders to utilize the VRB we want it to be as user-friendly as possible.  
 
Alfalfa FSA Tolerance for Off types- Mike Moore (WY). There are discrepancies in seed standards and the federal seed 
act.  Some instances are:  1% vs. 2% outcrossing allowance for roundup-ready alfalfa. If standards don’t meet FSA 
standards, please document why the changes are suggested.  Differing standards need thorough investigation and then 
react accordingly.  
Malone commented that the numbers in the Federal Seed Act regulations are meant to be met or exceeded, if a standard 
can’t be met, we can readjust it. Where we have tables with percentages for recommendations, double-check our changes 
to make sure we aren’t causing more trouble. Moore asked if we need to document the rationale. Malone said absolutely. 
VRB exceeds what the Federal Seed Act says. 
 
USDA Guidance document for Pre-Printed Bag & Trademark/Brand Names: Wilbanks discussed the requirements of pre-
printed bags. There was confusion between agencies, and USDA interpretation. Wilbanks has been working with USDA to 
create guidance documents to reduce confusion between agencies. The document was made available to all meeting 
attendees and feedback was requested.  
 
Legislation and Bylaws: The proposed changes were reviewed with the group and the committee will continue to make 
edits to be presented at the annual meeting. 
 
Election of Regional Board of Directors Representative: The two-year term currently held by Michael Bouck was up for 
election. Motion made, seconded, and passed to elect Michael Bouck to serve another two-year term as the Western 
Region Board of Directors Representative.   
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Election of Certification Requirements and Standards Council Vice-Chair: Dan has asked to step down from this role. 
Mike Moore was nominated. Motion was made, seconded, and passed to elect Mike Moore as the Certification 
Requirements and Standards Council Vice-Chair for the Western Region. 
 
2024 Regional meeting: Next year’s Western Region meeting will be in conjunction with the Northern Region at Custer 
State Park in Custer, SD.  
 
2023 Annual Meeting: Wilbanks invited everyone to attend the Annual Meeting on June 4-7 in Bloomington, MN hosted 
by Minnesota Crop Improvement Association. Registration and lodging reservation links are now available on the AOSCA 
website. 
New Awards to be presented: 

Excellence in Innovation 
Years of Service  
 

Other Business: Malone (USDA) discussed the positions open in the seed division. The deadline to submit names ended 
last week, but if there is anyone interested, please let him know. His office is working on digitalizing the project hub to 
make things more nationally accessible. Serial numbers are an issue because the information can’t be collected or 
captured even if it is in a spreadsheet or through the website. They are working to resolve this issue to allow them to 
accept any range of serial numbers. They plan to give companies access to be able to track their own shipments.   
 
 Motion to Adjourn – 3:07pm  
  
 

 


