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Northern Regional AOSCA Meeting Minutes 

Lincoln NE, Marriott Hotel 
April 6th, 2023 

 
Call to Order - The Northern AOSCA meeting was called to order at 8:10AM on April 6th, 2023. The Anti-Trust policy was 
read to attendees.  
 
Roll Call: 
 Andrew Altishin (OR)    Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA) 
 Doug Miller (IL) (Zoom)   Steve Malone (USDA OECD) 
 Laura Donaldson (IN)   Jeff Lynn (IN) 
 Chris Tiedge (MI)   Tom Silers (MI) 
 Fawad Shah (MN)   Roger Wippler (MN) 
 RJ Richtmyer (NY)   Ken Bertsch (ND) (Zoom) 
 Steve Sebesta (ND) (Zoom)   Steve Pageler (NE) 
 Neal Foster (SD)  (Scribe)  Joyce Kindvall (SD) 
 Jim Rouse (IA)    Nishit Patel (PA) (Zoom) 
 
Review and approve the minutes of the April 19, 2022, Northern Region Meeting. The minutes from the previous 
meeting held in Lafayette, IN, on April 19th, 2022, were read. Motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the 
minutes as written.  
 
Present and approve the agenda. The agenda was reviewed, and a motion was made to accept, seconded, and approved 
to accept the agenda as presented.  
 
AOSCA Board of Director’s Report - The Board of Director’s report was given by Andrew Altishin (OR) AOSCA President. 
He stated that this is the third regional meeting he has attended this spring. A budget has been set and adopted for 
2023. Last year, a fee increase was announced with a penny increase per acre for the past year and another increase of a 
penny per acre for 2024. Meeting registration fees have also been discussed. AOSCA has run a budget deficit for the last 
couple of years. It’s the board’s priority to facilitate a sustainable budget for the AOSCA office. Additionally, he outlined 
changes in investments that AOSCA has made. 
 
Regional Director’s Report - The Regional Directors report was given by Jim Rouse (IA). He stated that Altishin had 
covered most of his report but did add that combined certification tags and branded labeling have been topics for the 
AOSCA Board.  
 
AOSCA CEO Report - The CEO Report was given by Sarah Wilbanks. She stated that she has made seven agency visits this 
year. She has attended ASTA, IPSA, AOSCA, AOSA/SCST annual meetings as the AOSCA representative. Additionally, she 
has participated in Wildland Collection meetings with the BLM to discuss the needs and feasibility of wildland seed 
collections. Executive Assistant, Teresa Snyder has been hired.  
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There are nine agency evaluations scheduled for 2023, three in each region. Alan Galbreth will be the auditor for the 
northern region. Due to the change in administration of AOSCA, the organization went through an audit in 2021, all was 
found to be in good standing. Webinars on the Yellow Book, Variety Review Boards and Tag Printing were given. AOSCA 
received and processed 246 VRB applications in 2022. Additionally, Wilbanks published four articles in the Seed Today 
publication. 

Certification Acres Breakdown for 2022: 
Certification  2,068,660 Acres 
QA   110,382 Acres 
IP   19,614 Acres 
Other   176,777 Acres 
Total   2,383,788 Acres 
 

Acreage continues to show a downward trend, down 3% during the period from 2017-2022. QA acres were down 50%, 
other acres down 21% and total acreage down 15% during the same period.  
 
In 2022 there were 43 member agencies. Of these, 25 had a decrease in acres and 18 had an increase in acres. This 
represents a 15% decrease in total acres. Income for AOSCA was down, $190,675.99 from $209,547.07 a decrease of 
$18,871.08.  

Financial summary: 
Dues and Assessments  $227,290.00 
Total revenue   $296,490.00 
Net Profit (Loss)   ($111,737.00) 

 
Investment Firms were changed from Moline, Il. to Augusta GA. A rate increase in acreage assessments was shown and 
discussed, 2023 rate of $0.09 and 2024 $0.11. The board voted to set membership fees at $750.00 and agency 
evaluations at $400.00, annually. 
 
Northern Region Funds: The Northern Region Funds, “Policy for Management of Regional Funds” was reviewed. The 
Northern Region meeting account has a balance of $28,717.00 for 2023. Discussion as had. A motion was made to 
continue the regional fund fee of $300.00 and to continue to operate as an investment with AOSCA. Motion was 
seconded and passed. Further discussion occurred on the $1,000.00 to be set aside for agency support. 
 
Agency Evaluations: Wilbanks explained the emphasis the AOSCA office is putting on the Agency Evaluations. Each year 
for the next few years at least 3 evaluations will be conducted. Fall 2023 Evaluations include: Iowa, Nebraska, South 
Dakota. 
 
Variety Review Boards: There have been 171 applications to the variety review boards so far in 2023. Only three of these 
were for hemp. Inconsistencies in applications and ways to increase efficiency in the application process were discussed. 
The vice chair of the variety review board will serve as the scribe at all VRB meetings. Voting in VRB committees is not 
formal, primary members will agree on determination. VRB wants to create an internal database for all VRB applications.  
This database should help eliminate incomplete applications, reduce errors, and streamline the application process. 
Standardization needs to occur in pedigree and breeding methods format. The location years need to be better defined 
and headings for application and tables should be standardized.  
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The AOSCA office is working diligently to create a more efficient system for processing variety review applications. An 
automated flow system for VRB applications that will reduce human error and duplication of information has been 
created. Sunflower VRB applications were the first to utilize this new process with all other crops to be converted to the 
automated process upon each upcoming review period. 
 
Standards review – Standards Book: Last year AOSCA decided to do a full review of the standards book with the intent 
to review for accuracy and compliance with the Federal Seed Act and industry standards. Crop Committees have 
reviewed individual crop standards. A complete compilation of standards was presented for the regional members to 
review today. The western meeting reviewed each standard change and made recommendations to move forward to 
annual meetings. The end goal of the standards book review is to update and modernize AOSCA standards. 
 
Chris Tiedge (MI) asked questions on the Federal Seed Act and breeding schemes, questions delt with synthetics and 
length of stand. 
 
Strategic Plan: Strategic plan for 2022-2024 was discussed. Strategies/Actions, measures of success, along with timeline 
and responsibilities were discussed. This will be published on the new AOSCA website when it launches in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Web Site: The AOSCA Web site has undergone a full redesign and is scheduled to be live by the Annual Meeting in June.  
 
Annual and Regional Meetings: The annual AOSCA meeting will be held in Bloomington, MN June 4-7, 2023. A shortfall 
in monies for the annual meeting is anticipated. If this occurs the reserve will need to be tapped to cover expenses. 
Having a lower registration fee to encourage more members to attend was discussed. There will be new awards 
announced at the annual meeting. A joint Northern and Western Regional meeting will be held in 2024 at Custer State 
Park in the Black Hills of South Dakota. The 2024 annual meeting is scheduled in Sandestin, Florida.  
 
Legislation and Bylaws: The proposed changes were reviewed with the group and the committee will continue to make 
edits to be presented at the annual meeting.  
 
Other Business: The Ohio Seed Lab was closed due to lack of qualified applicants to operate. Ohio is currently in the 
process of outsourcing the seed certification process and looking for an entity to manage field inspections.  
 
Inter-Agency and OECD tagging was discussed.  
 
Recessed for lunch 12:06 pm 
Reconvened meeting 1:10 pm 
 
Sarah Wilbanks, AOSCA CEO gave a brief update on a meeting held between AOSCA, ISTA, CSGA, FSA and Forest Service 
in trying to create harmony between AOSA and ISTA seed testing rules. 
 
Steve Malone OECD updated the group on differences between AOSCA and FSA standards. Many of these differences are 
being held until the next time the FSA is opened. Seed containers with pre-printed information were discussed. The 
location of the pre-printed information, agency ID, abbreviations, and class need to be in a central location on container. 
No abbreviations are allowed, the specific agency must be identified, and placement of all information must be in 
proximity. Variety and Trademarks on certified seed labels: US Patent Office should not issue trademarks to be used as 
variety name.  
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Election of Regional Director: Doug Miller (IL) is stepping down as regional director. Neal Foster (SD) was nominated and 
elected to fill this vacancy.  
 
Election of Certification Requirements and Standards Council: Dan Olson (SD) is retiring in June and a replacement is 
needed. Jim Rouse (IA) nominated Doan Schmidt (IA) to fill this seat. Doan Schmidt was nominated and elected for this 
vacancy. 
 
Motion to Adjourn: Meeting adjourned 3:40. 
 


