AOSCA Southern Region Meeting Notes
Francis Marion Hotel
Charleston, SC
April 14, 2022

Meeting chair Brad Stancil (SC) called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. Richard Arnett
volunteered to serve as scribe. Steve Cole from Clemson Regulatory Services welcomed the
group to Charleston and then everyone introduced themselves.

Roll Call:
Steve Malone (USDA-SRTD) Chi Trinh (USDA-SRTD)
Henry Edmisten (NCCIA) Terry Hollifield (GCIA)
Matthew Young (TCIA) Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA)
Andrew Altishin (AOSCA/OSSCS) Dustin Auman (NCCIA)
Jerry Rogers (VCIA) Greg Flint (MS CIA)
Billy Skaggs (GCIA) Tom Hardiman (VCIA)
Richard Arnett (MO CIA) Blake Fleeman (GSDC)
Caleb Warrington (GSDC) Brandon Dillard (SSCA)
Roger Osburn (OK — via Zoom) Meredith Martinez (AR — via Zoom)
Steve Cole (SC — host) Ezra Munn (SC - host)
Leslie Beaty (SCDA)

Before beginnings, Brad Stancil (SC) reviewed the Anti-Trust Policy. Motion passed to approve
the agenda with the addition to add a discussion topic on organic acreage assessment fees.
Motion passed to approve the April 1, 2021, meeting minutes.

Southern Region Board of Directors Report — Billy Skaggs (GA) and Richard Arnett (MI)
explained the process of hiring Wilbanks as CEO, and the work the board has been doing with
the leadership transition.

AOSCA President’s Report — Andrew Altishin (OR)

e Wilbanks was hired as CEO and started on 12/1/2. The board hired a recruitment firm to
handle the task of finding a CEO.

e Acre assessments will increase for 2023 acreage by .01c and possibly another .01c in
2024. Additionally, it is proposed to remove the maximum cap for global agencies
assessments and replace it with a .01 ¢ per acre fee for 2023 acres.

e The long-range planis in the process of being updated and Sarah will do a planning
activity at each regional meeting.

AOSCA CEO Report —Sarah Wilbanks, CEO

Wilbanks introduced herself to the membership and gave her financial report. AOSCA’s revenue comes
from four areas; 1. Dues, 2. Assessments, 3. NVRB, and 4. Interest from Investments. She explained that
AOSCA is in good financial standing with a net profit of $16,912 from 2021. This included additional



costs due to hiring a recruiting firm for the CEO position search as well as other accrued costs for
completing the transition. NVRB income was $77,334 for 2021, much of that attributed to the two review
sessions of hemp. Acres are trending down, and that is something she is keeping an eye on. Acres for
2021 were 2,528,107 compared to 2022 with acres at 2,638,212.

For 2022, there are several costs for transition that have been added into the budget, as well as costs to
complete 4 agency audits in each region. We do anticipate decreased costs for overhead due to the closing
of the Moline office.

The AOSCA investment accounts accrued $13,686 in 2021. The balance of those accounts are strong and
would cover two years of operating costs for AOSCA. The BOD recently voted to move those accounts
to a local firm to Sarah in the near future.

In person Agency Evaluations have not been completed for a number of years. This will be a priority this
year. Agency evaluations will begin in Summer of 2022. The Southern region auditor is Bennie Keith.
Agencies will be determined soon.

Regional Funds for the southern region have a balance of $28,723.29 at the conclusion of 2021. A
motion to renew its agreement with AOSCA to manage this account on behalf of the region with the
addition of item 7 which reads “Southern region representatives shall receive an annual
accounting of all activity in the account for the previous year”. Motion moved and passed. A motion
was made for the region to increase the annual fee to $300 per agency. Motion moved and passed.

Sarah introduced the Board of Directors members, thanked them for their service and encouraged other
members to use them as a resource. Sarah explained the Moline office will be closed at the end of April,
and Peggy Gromoll will retire. There has been an online payment system put into place where agencies
can pay with a credit card. AOSCA is currently undergoing a full audit. We are working on a website
redesign and hope to have that completed in 2022. She asked the members if they wanted a printed or
digital copy of the annual report, and the consensus was digital.

Lastly, she spoke about the 2022 Annual meeting to be held in Wenatachee, WA on June 19-22. She
explained the meeting has a lot of great breakout sessions lined up and encouraged everyone to attend.

Certification Requirements and Standards Council Report — Tom Hardiman
Tom Hardiman (VA), Southern Region Council Vice-Chair provided an update from their
meeting held March 3,2022, via Zoom. Topics include:
e Pre-variety Germplasm Change Proposal (pg. 86 1.B.6.c¢(4)
Motion moved and passed to recommend adoption.
e Vegetatively Propagated Bluegrass Standards (Sterile Hybrid)
Motion passed to recommend adoption with the following revisions:
1. “bludegrass” should be changed to “Bluegrass” on Page 1
2. Correct footnote ***** “one” instead of “on”
3. Change other variety/crop table to 1- Foundation, 2 -Registered, 5-
Certified
e Quinoa Standards
Motion moved and passed to recommend adoption.
e Appendix II



Motion moved and passed that the Southern region would not support the
proposal and instead recommends a thorough comparison be conducted of AOSCA
Appendix II and Federal Seed Act Table 5 to ensure uniformity between the 2
documents.

e Containerized Turfgrass Plug Standards

Motion moved and passed to recommend adoption of the standards as revised
during the meeting. Revisions include:

1. 1.B.3: Plugs: young plants raised in small, individual cells, intended for transplanting-at
ane&her—predue&eﬂ—sﬁecommermal sale

%hat—a%%éseased—mseet—m%&t&ﬁm&—e%eﬂc}em%s&essed—ef Anv condltlon that shall not
permit adequate inspection to determine genetic purity shall be cause for rejection.

Discussion Topics Submitted by Southern Region Members
e Are Modifications to Land History Requirements Warranted for Wheat When
Contrasting Herbicide Tolerant Varieties Follow Another? — Roger Osburn
(Note — it was decided by consensus that the Southern region does not support
modifications to the land history requirements for wheat)
e Opportunity to Jointly Produce and License Soybean Varieties — Richard Arnett

Discussion Topics Discussed by Other Regions
e Combining Corn, Sorghum and Sunflower Committees — no comment
e How are Agencies Handling Labor Shortage — no comment
e Bulk Sales of Seed Produced in Other States — Southern region recommends
development of a uniform Emergency Certification Request form.

e Maintenance of Plant Materials Center Releases — no comment

e AOSCA Certification Standards Review — no comment

e Resurrecting Native Seed Discussion at Western Meeting — no comment

e Kansas’ Rule Change to add Feminization to Hemp Labeling — no comment
e Native Plant Certification Brochure Status — no comment

e Revitalizing the Native Plant Committee Meeting/Group — no comment

e OECD Gray Tags — no comment

e Brand Name Usage on Obscurely Named Triticale Varieties — no comment
¢ Add Quinoa Standards to Certification Standards Book — no comment

e Foundation to Foundation Class Production — no comment

e Variety Release Processes that are not Included in AOSCA Guidelines — no comment
e Wild Collected Seed Analysis and State Seed Laws — no comment

e Moving Foundation Seed to Other States — no comment

e Research Fee Collections — no comment

Election of Southern Region Board of Directors Representative — Motion moved and passed
to re-elect Billy Skaggs to serve a 2-year term on the AOSCA Board of Directors.

Election of Southern Region Certification Standards and Requirements Council
Representative — Motion moved and passed to re-elect Tom Hardiman to serve on the AOSCA
Certification Standards and Requirements Council.



2023 Southern Region Meeting — Southern Seed Certification Association will serve as host of
the 2023 meeting at a date and location to be selected by SSCA.

Strategic Planning Exercise — Sarah Wilbanks led the group in a SWOT analysis in order to
gain membership input into priorities and organizational direction.

Other Business/Adjourn - No other business. The meeting was adjourned at 5:01pm



