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AOSCA Western Region Meeting Minutes 
Hilton Garden Inn 

Manhattan, KS 
April 5, 2022 

 
Meeting chair Steve Schuyler (KCIA) called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. Jolene Sweet 
served as scribe. Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Roll Call: 
 Andrew Altishin (OR)   Sarah Wilbanks (AOSCA) 
 Jodi Keeling (OR)    Steve Malone (USDA) 

Timothy Blank (CA)     Michael Bouck (UT) 
Doug Boze (ID)    Laura Pottorff (CO) 
David Brinkerhoff (UT)   Steve Schuler (KS) 
Addie Clary (KS)    Kathy Stewart-Williams (ID) 
Dan Curry (OR)    Hannah Sweet (WA) 
Eric Fabrizius KS)    Jolene Sweet (WY) 
Neal Foster (SD)    Heather Unverzagt (MT) 
Mick Goff (ID)    Kyle Webber (WY) 
Doug Holen (MT)    Alan Westra (ID) 
Stephen Kielius (NV)   Russ Wilhelm (NV) 
Ashley Koala (CA)    Lauren Port (CA) 
Phillip Lujan (NM)    Rebecca Papke (MT) 
Erica Miller (KS)    Barry Ogg (CO) 
Alexander Mkandawire (CA)  Mike Moore (WY) 
Paula Moore (WA) 
 

Before beginning, Steve Schuler (KS) reviewed the Anti-Trust Policy. Motion made and 
moved to approve the agenda. Motion made and moved to approve the April 6, 2021, 
meeting minutes. 
 
Western Region Board of Directors Report – Andrew Altishin (OR), Michael Bouck (UT) 

• AOSCA CEO Position Search and Selection – a 3rd party recruiting firm was 
contracted to facilitate the process; approximately 50 applications were received; 
narrowed down to 8 virtual interviews and 2 in person interviews conducted by the 
AOSCA board in October 2021. Sarah Wilbanks was officially introduced and 
welcomed by all. 

• AOSCA Executive Assistant – Peggy Gromoll is retiring at the end of April and 
Teresa Snyder has been hired as her replacement.  

 
AOSCA’s Presidents Report- Andrew Altishin (OR) 

• Wilbanks was hired as CEO and started on 12/1/2022. The board hired a 
recruitment firm to handle the task of finding a CEO. 
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• Acre assessments will increase for 2023 acreage by .01c and possibly another 
.01c in 2024. Additionally, it is proposed to remove the maximum cap for global 
agencies assessments and replace it with a .01 c per acre fee for 2023 acres. 

• The long-range plan is in the process of being updated and Sarah will do a 
planning activity at each regional meeting. 

 
AOSCA CEO Report – Sarah Wilbanks 

• Wilbanks explained that AOSCA’s revenue comes from four areas: 1. Dues;  
2. Assessments; 3. VRB; and 4. Interest from Investments.  She explained that 
AOSCA is in good financial standing with a net profit of $16,912 from 2021. This 
included additional costs due to hiring a recruiting firm for the CEO position 
search as well as other accrued costs for completing the transition. VRB income 
was $77,334 for 2021, much of that attributed to the two review sessions of 
hemp. Acres are trending down, and that is something she is keeping an eye on. 
Acres for 2021 were 2,528,107 compared to 2022 with acres at 2,638,212.  

• For 2022, there are several costs for transition that have been added into the budget, 
as well as costs to complete 4 agency audits in each region. We anticipate 
decreased costs for overhead with the closing of the Moline office at the end of April. 

• The AOSCA investment accounts accrued $13,686 in 2021.   
• In person Agency Evaluations have been identified as a priority as they have not 

been completed in recent years.  These are scheduled to begin summer of 2022. 
• The Western Regional Funds balance at the close of 2021 was 26,943.10. The 

western region voted to renew its agreement with AOSCA to manage this account 
on behalf of the region.  

• Wilbanks introduced the Board of Director members, thanked them for their 
service and encouraged other members to use them as a resource.  

• AOSCA has begun utilizing the QuickBooks Online platform which includes an 
electronic payment option that allows agencies to pay registrations and fees with 
a credit card directly. 

• AOSCA is currently undergoing a full audit, website redesign, and strategic planning. 
• Wilbanks asked the members if they wanted a printed or digital copy of the annual 

report; the consensus was digital.  
• The 2022 Annual meeting will be held in Wenatchee, WA on June 19-22. A show 

of hands indicated that most planned to attend. 
• Variety Review Boards – the group discussed the possibility of a fee increase for 

these services. They suggested a committee needs to be formed to analyze and 
put forward a recommendation.  

• Discussion on the proposed increase of assessment fees was had. The consensus 
was the region supported it, due to the rising costs of doing business. 

• Proposed By-law Changes: Sarah reviewed the proposed bylaws changes from 
the Legislation and bylaws committee. Suggestions included: 
• Article VIII, Section 2: A motion was moved and passed to add the word 

“consecutive” to the wording “will be eligible to serve a maximum of two 
“consecutive” one-year terms in that office.  
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• Article VII, Section 2: A motion was moved and passed to remove “and officers” 
with a footnote explaining the practical reasoning for this.  

Certification Requirements and Standards Council Report – Sarah Wilbanks 
(AOSCA) & Andy Altishin (OR) provided an update from the standards council meeting 
held March 3, 3022 via Zoom. Topics include: 

1. Standards Change Proposal – Pg. 86, Pre-variety Germplasm, I.B.6.c(4)-Mike Moore 
a. Motion moved and passed to move forward this standards change 

proposal to the Annual Meeting. 
2. Standards Change Proposal – Vegetatively Propagated Hybrid Bluegrass 

Turfgrass (Sterile Hybrid Varieties) Terry Hollifield. 
a. Motion moved and passed to move forward this standards change 

proposal to the Annual Meeting. 
3. Standards Proposal – New Standards for Quinoa – Ashley Koala / Heather Unverzagt 

a. Motion moved and passed to move forward these new standards to the 
Annual Meeting. 

4. Standards Change Proposal – Appendix II – Specific Requirements for the 
Certification of Plant Materials Under the AOSCA System. – Lauren Port.  

a. Motion moved and passed to move forward this standards change 
proposal to the Annual Meeting. 

5. Containerized Turfgrass Plug Standards 
a. Motion moved and passed to move forward this standards change 

proposal to the Annual Meeting. 

Topics Suggested from Western Region members – 

How are agencies handling Bulk Sales of seed produced/ conditioned in another 
state? If they have forms/templates that they could share that would be great.   

Mike Moore & 
Jolene Sweet 

Maintenance of Plant Materials Center Releases  Mike Moore 
AOSCA Certification Standards Book review   Mike Moore 
Explore interest in resurrecting a native seed discussion at the Western.  

Mike Moore 
Kansas’ Rule changes to add feminization to hemp labeling.  
Is AASCO and USDA on board?      Laura Pottorff  
Native Plant Cert brochure project status.   Paula Moore 
Talk about revitalize the native committee meeting/group? Paula Moore 
OECD gray tags – whom else is issuing, circumstances for issuance, what color 
is gray card stock.       Paula Moore 
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Update on brand names on obscurely named triticale varieties  
Timothy Blank 

Add Quinoa standards to Certification Standards Book? Heather Unverzagt  
& Ashley Koala 

Foundation to Foundation production as mentioned on page 7 of the yellow book. 
         Andy Altishin 
Variety release processes not included in the AOSCA guidelines. 
Background – Utah Crop works with the USDA forage and range lab on variety 
releases and foundation seed production.  In the past several years they have 
gone to the USDA national office for approval for variety releases.   Because of 
this there is little communication between UCIA and USDA/ARS.  When a variety 
has been released, they come to UCIA wanting tags for this variety which we 
have no information on. The seed is usually being sent to another state so, UCIA 
never sees the variety in their program.  The Utah AES variety review board is 
willing to review it and recommend it for certification, but questions arise on what 
their involvement is the variety and why they should be involved in it.  Should 
they be listed as a cooperator in the release?  We can encourage them to use 
AOSCA VRB committees or AES VRB’s but when the AES is not involved, what 
release process should be followed?   Michael Bouck 

Wild Collected seed analysis and state seed laws  
Background – due to the nature of wild collected seed, it does not have any field 
or seed standards.  Certified Source ID seed applications and tagging are 
normally requested but because there are no standards, there is no need to 
require a seed test.  The only requirement is that the seed must meet state and 
federal seed laws.  This seed is commonly not offered for sale, so state 
department of ag regulation agencies don’t have any opportunity for checking for 
violations. 

a. Additionally, seed labs don’t usually have seed testing rules for many wild 
collected species and are left on their own experience for interpreting 
results.  Even with lots of experience labs are seeing differences in test 
results.  These seed labs are being encouraged to collaborate with each 
other and though it is not directly a seed certification issue we would like 
to facilitate this collaboration.   

Michael Bouck 

Foundation Seed Organization topics –  

Moving seed to other states     Doug Holen 

Research fee collections are a couple topics   Doug Holen 
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Election of Regional Board of Directors Representative –  Motion made and passed 
to elect Andy Altishin for another term on the Board of Directors. 

Election of Certification Requirements and Standards Council Vice-Chair – Motion 
made and passed to elect Dan Curry for another term as the Western Region Council 
Vice-Chair. 

Other Business/Adjourn - No other business. The meeting was adjourned at 4:43 pm 
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