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2019 AOSCA Western Region Meeting 
April 10 – 11, 2019 

The Sheridan Albuquerque Uptown 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
Host – New Mexico State University Seed Certification 

Chair – Cary Hamilton (NM) 
Scribe – Andrew Altishin (OR) 

 
Cary Hamilton welcomed everyone to Albuquerque and called the meeting to order at 
8:00am, April 10, 2019 and introductions were made.  
 
The AOSCA anti-trust policy was reviewed.  
 
There was a review of AOSCA’s Regional Fund Agreement. A motion was made and 
passed to approve the report.  
 
Doug Boze (ID), representative to the AOSCA Board of Directors, provided a brief 
update to the group of Board activities.  
 
Chet Boruff, AOSCA CEO, gave the AOSCA Report which included: 

• The board approved an increase on acreage fees from 7 to 8 cents, effective  
Jan 1, 2020 for 2019 Assessments. 

• Dry beans and industrial hemp variety review boards are being established 
• A brief discussion about the Acres Applied for Report 
• A history of the International Crop Improvement Association and the 100-year 

celebration that will take place this year 
• The US agency evaluation program coordinated by the AOSCA office 
• The proposed changes to the Federal Seed Act Regulations Part 201 and 

mediated a discussion as to how this will affect certification 
• Service project updates that included the Pioneer IRM project, BASF LibertyLink 

program and the AOSCA Organic Seed Finder website. 
 

A general discussion occurred focusing on industrial hemp certification. Rick Novak 
(CO) shared his experience with the crop over the past season and highlighted some of 
the difficulties of bringing a field production seed crop of hemp to a taggable completion.  
A variety review board was discussed with the plans of being operational by September 1, 2019. 
Feelings were shared about the sensitive nature of this crop on a state by state level and 
members were encouraged to engage our Canadian counterparts for guidance. 
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Dan Curry (OR), Western Region Council Vice-Chair, presented the Certification 
Requirements and Standards Council Report including: 

• Richard Arnett’s (Chairman) term is expiring and a replacement will need to be 
identified 

• Industrial hemp standards change proposals based on Canadian research to 
include changes and updates to: 

o Crop inspections 
o Impurity 
o Isolation 
o Land use 

 
Motions were passed for each category discussed. There was a resolution to make 
consistent the distance units of measure (meters vs feet) as both were included in this 
document. The wording is to be reviewed prior to the annual meeting. 

 
• A standards change proposal to include the use of ACR for PVG 

 
Some agencies from other regions did not think that this was appropriate for PVG. It 
was argued in this meeting that official AOSCA tags are being issued and companies 
are considering this when purchasing. A motion was passed to move this forward to the 
annual meeting 
 

• Amending the definitions in the AOSCA Standards, page 160, 2018 Certification 
Handbook. 

 
Consideration was given to the unintended consequences that can accompany the 
change of a definition. A motion was passed to review this proposal and include it with a 
thorough review of the handbook for language consistency, not for consideration for the 
2019 annual meeting, but would occur after this meeting at the Council’s convenience. 
This issue would move to the Standards Council Chair for supervision of the project. 
 

• A standards change proposal to update the wording regarding deviations from 
AOSA Rules.  

There is concern that based on the current wording, there is a grey area where some 
seed labs may try to exploit and have thus deviated from the AOSA rules and are not 
reporting it. Motion to accept the change with the correction to the wording “Any purity, 
noxious and germination method that deviates from the AOSA rules shall not be 
accepted to determine certification with the exception of seed for which there are no 
rules available, then the statement “Seed Has Been Tested Using The Best Known 
Methods" must be included on the Report of Seed Analysis.” To “Any purity, noxious or 
germination method that deviates from the AOSA rules shall not be accepted to 
determine certification with the exception of seed for which there are no rules available, 
then the statement “Seed Has Been Tested Using The Best Known Methods" must be 
included on the Report of Seed Analysis.” 
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Michael Bouck (UT) provided an update to the PVG tag size and color survey, Seed 
Zones, and tagging. Results from the survey indicated that it was difficult to collate all 
the information and to be able to make recommendations for changes into the yellow 
book. The idea is to standardize the coloring between the states. Many of the states 
have a surplus of tag stock on hand but they would like to consider a change to the 
handbook for states to purchase approved tag stock when they run out. 

Michael Bouck (UT) gave an update explaining the difference of provisional seed zones 
(more historically used) vs empirical seed zones and how they are shifting to use of a 
more empirical seed zone standard. 

Mike Moore (WY) asked for volunteers for the North American Forage Alliance Best 
Management Practices Review for the production of GMO alfalfa. Timothy Blank (CA) 
volunteered for this position.  

Mike Moore (WY) initiated a discussion to review the contrasting class of wheat testing. 
No new data was received in the past year. The general feeling is that the industry is 
not supporting a change nor are many in the AOSCA community. After continued 
discussion, no further action appears to be moving forward through the AOSCA 
committee.  

Mike Moore (WY) discussed that the use of proprietary on the PVG Acres Applied 
Report is not an accurate use of this reporting mechanism. He provided a document on 
the proper protocol to enter this information. A motion was passed to include the entire 
instructions. 

Mike Moore (WY) provided an update to a PVG tracking document that could be posted 
on a public space for use by the industry. This is still in the process of creation. 

A short discussion was led by Dan Curry (OR) to review the timeline for a startup of the 
Industrial Hemp Variety Review Board, its organization, participants and the first variety 
review meeting. This is still in process but hopes are that this will board will be 
functional by Sept. 1, 2019. 

Heather Unverzagt (MT) led a discussion to determine if other states would consider 
having a lowered standard of purity for forage triticale and to see if they would issue 
sub-standard tags, specifically for high “other crop” percentages. There was strong 
opposition to this idea and none of the states indicated they would support this. 

A motion was passed to develop AOSCA standards for shedders in sunflowers. No 
current standard exists in the yellow book. 

Timothy Blank (CA) led a discussion about whether or not brand names can or should 
be included on certification labels. It appears a company has been working to have long 
numbers as their variety name. They also are wanting to include a brand name on the 
tag. This provides the opportunity to lose track of the variety as consumers may 
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recognize the brand name but not know the variety. There seems to be some distention 
about how to handle this. No action was taken. 

Timothy Blank (CA) asked the group if we should honor a request from a seed company 
that certification agencies conduct crop destruction verifications of alfalfa seed fields 
when contracts have ended. There was a short discussion and the matter was dropped. 

Topics from other regions were presented and included: 

• An OECD working group looking at varietal mixtures 
• Industrial hemp clone certification 
• AOSCA representation on the PVP Board and troubles with the PVP website 
• Use of certified seed in cover crop mixes 
• Ways to avoid non-payment for interstate sale of Foundation Seed 
• Farmer Business Network 

A short discussion about the state to state movement of Foundation seed occurred. 
Information and experiences were shared about how to encourage payment.  

Regional elections were conducted and the following were voted in: 

• Doug Boze (ID) was elected to be the Regional Board of Directors Representative 
• Dan Curry (OR) was elected to be the Certification Requirements Standards 

Council Vice-Chair 

The 2020 Western Regional meeting will be hosted by Rick Novak (CO). He was voted 
to be Chair of the meeting and Jolene Sweet (WY) was voted to be the scribe.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm.  


