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2019 AOSCA Southern Region Meeting 
Millennium Maxwell House Hotel 

Nashville, Tennessee 
April 4, 2019 

Minutes 
 
The Southern Region Meeting was held April 4, 2019 at the Millennium Maxwell House 
Hotel in Nashville, TN. 
 
Chair:  Matthew Young 
Scribe:  Richard Arnett 
 
Matthew Young called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m. and welcomed everyone to 
Nashville. 
 
Roll call & introductions: Greg Flint (MS), Ben Eggett (KY), Bill Foote, Dustin Auman & 
Henry Edmisten (NC), John Beuttenmuller (FL), Tom Hardiman & Jerry Rogers (VA), 
Jeff Claxton (TX), Matthew Young and Scott Van (TN), Sarah Wilbanks & Brad Stancil 
(SC), Jim Bostick (AL-SSCA), Roger Osburn & Jeff Wright (OK), Terry Hollifield, Billy 
Skaggs & Blake Fleeman (GA), Richard Arnett (MO) and Chet Boruff (AOSCA). 
 
The AOSCA anti-trust policy was reviewed. 
 
Motion passed to approve the 2018 southern region meeting minutes as distributed. 
 
Motion passed to renew the Southern Meeting Fund agreement between the southern 
region and the AOSCA office. 
 
Board of Directors Report (Bill Foote) 

• $0.01/acre increase in assessments effective on 2019 acreage to be assessed in 
January 2020. 

• 3 auditors will conduct agency evaluations.  Bennie Keith is evaluator for southern region. 
• New agency personnel training will be conducted at regional meetings.  Bill, 

Chet, and Jim Bostick met with Greg Flint prior to the start of this meeting.  
Similar sessions will be conducted as warranted. 

• Hybrid wheat R&D and certification on indefinite hold since Syngenta’s merger. 
• Chris Tiedje will present business development report at annual meeting. 
• AOSCA will consider FBN relationship the same as any other industry relationship 

and would encourage member agencies to do the same. 
• Historical photos/memorabilia requested for display at AOSCA annual meeting. 
• A lot of interest in clonal certification for industrial hemp.  A VRB will be available. 
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CEO Report (Chet Boruff) 
• 2018 Acres (US) = 2,724,198, down 19% from 2008. 

• North = 1,199,450 
• South = 573,166 
• West = 951,582 

• 2018 equity = $15,209.  Total equity = $670,715. 
• 2019 VRB applications = 210, down 118 from 2012. 
• 2019 Annual Meeting Plans were presented. 
• Federal Seed Act regulations updates were discussed with regard to process and 

content. 
 
Jeff Claxton provided an update on the initiative to establish an independent crop 
improvement organization outside the Texas Department of Agriculture to provide seed 
certification services in Texas. 
 
Industrial Hemp Activity Discussion (all) 

• Current seed certification standards and possible revisions 
• State regulatory activity across the region 
• Need for a National Variety Review Board for industrial hemp 

 
Standards Change Proposals Review (Tom Hardiman) 

• Industrial hemp – no action 
• Additional Certification Requirements for PVG – no action 
• Change definition of Other Crop/Other Kind in AOSCA standards 

Motion passed that due to the potential to impact other segments of the seed 
industry, the southern region can’t support the proposed changes in their 
current form. 

• Seed Rule Language 
Motion passed to decline support for the seed rule language proposal given 
current language that addresses deviations from the official rules for testing 
seed found in the AOSA rules document. 

 
Tom Hardiman provided information related to avoiding non-payment for Foundation 
seed in interstate commerce 
 
Agency personnel were reminded of a previous request to send examples of tag stock 
used for PVG programs to Michael Bouck at Utah Crop Improvement Association. 
 
Elections for regional representation to AOSCA Board of Directors and Certification 
Requirements and Standards Council. 
 

• Motion passed to nominate Bill Foote to represent the southern region on the 
AOSCA board of directors for a 2 year term.  Motion passed to close 
nominations and elect Bill Foote by acclamation. 
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• Motion passed to nominate Tom Hardiman to represent the southern region on 
the AOSCA Certification Requirements and Standards Council.  Motion passed 
to close nominations and elect Tom Hardiman by acclamation. 

 
Upcoming Southern Region Meeting Host Responsibilities 

• Missouri will host the southern region meeting in 2020.  Please contact Richard 
Arnett with preferences for a location. 

• The AOSCA annual meeting is scheduled to be held in the southern region again 
in 2022.  Oklahoma and Florida are the only 2 southern region states that have 
not hosted an annual meeting and will explore possibilities to host in 2022. 

 
The group expressed their thanks to Matthew and his staff for hosting a productive and 
entertaining 2019 regional meeting. 
 
With no further business presented for consideration, motion passed to adjourn the 
meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 3:32 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Richard Arnett 
2019 Southern Region Meeting Scribe 
 


