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AOSCA Northern Region Meeting 
The Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center 

East Lansing, Michigan 
April 23-24, 2019 

Minutes 
 
Chair: Randy Judd (MI) 
Scribe: Joe Deford (IN) 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Randy Judd called the meeting to order at 1:05pm, on Tuesday, 
April 23, 2019 and introductions of those in attendance were made. States represented by 
those in attendance were: IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, NC, ND, NE, NY, SD, WI. 
 
WELCOME:  An official welcome to Michigan and the announcement of the first ever 
hospitality room during a northern AOSCA regional meeting was shared by Randy Judd. 
 
A minor change to the agenda was announced by Randy Judd to accommodate a guest 
speaker, Doug Buhler PhD., Director of Ag Bio Research at MSU. 
  
The AOSCA anti-trust compliance policy was reviewed for the benefit of all. 
 
Minutes of the 2018 Northern Region meeting, held on Apr 4-5, 2018, were approved.   
 
Motion carried for the renewal of the regional fund agreement. 
 
Doug Miller (IL), representative on the AOSCA BOD reported on the most recent BOD 
meeting. Doug indicated the BOD talked about the following topics:  
 Variety Review boards 
 Dues and Assessments 
 Staff and Benefits 
 USDA Evaluations 
 Upcoming regional meetings 
 New Directors 
 Banquet night at the annual meeting in June 
 
Ken Bertsch (ND), added comments about the meeting on the following topics: 
 Acreage assessment increase – one-year advance notice was given; effective 1-1-20 
 FBN (Farmers Business Network) 

ASTA-IPSA - Would like to have more conversations for engagement for a 
stronger/more unified direction for our future 

  Annual meeting 
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Chet Boruff, AOSCA CEO Report covered the following topics: 
 AOSCA Finance and Operations 
 Variety Review Boards  

AOSCA Acres Applied for Certification Report 
Service Projects 

- Bayer LL project 
- IRM project 
- Organic Seed Finder project 
- FBN Farmers Business Network – no ongoing project at this time 

 
Annual Meeting Update – 2019 Chicago Drake Hotel  

100th Anniversary!!   
2020 Annual Meeting in Seattle, WA 

US Agency Evaluation Program – Regional evaluators: Ben Lang, Ron Larson, 
Bennie Keith 
Review upcoming industry and related organization meetings 
Proposed changes to the Federal Seed Act 
Hemp Seed Certification – much discussion on this topic, including seed certification 
standards, need for clone standards, and the potential for special handling protocols 
due to the value of the seed (WI) 
 

GUEST SPEAKER: Doug Buhler Director of Ag Bio Research with Michigan State University 
~ Research Programs for a Diverse MI Agriculture Sector ~ 

 
Certification and Standards Council Report: (Northern Region needs to elect Vice Chair) 

Announcement: Richard Arnett will NOT serve another term as Council Chair 
  Standards Change Proposal for the following: 
  Industrial Hemp – Crop Inspection 
     Impurity 
     Isolation 
     Land Use 
  Operational Procedures- AOSCA ACR procedures – add to PVG standards 
  Add/Amend definitions in AOSCA Standards 
  Deviation from AOSA Rules  
                Update of Yellow Book regarding adding and amending definitions. 
 
Motion:  Form a sub-committee to study/update/amend AOSCA yellow book 
standards/definitions.  Motion carried.  Steve Knox will move this matter forward to the 
Standards Council. 
 
Discussion topics suggested from Northern Region: 
 
OECD working group – Varietal mixtures – Galbreth 
 Discussion of definition between Blends and Mixtures on seed tags 
 Blend = same species, different varieties 
 Mixtures = different species 
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Industrial Hemp Clone Certification – Galbreth 
Questions arising in IN about the certification of clones.  Need to get clone 

standards on the same page as seed as the industry and AOSCA move 
forward. 

Industrial Hemp VRB was mentioned, individuals who volunteer as reviewers 
need to understand parameters of project. 

 Be ready to discuss in Chicago in 60 days. 
 Are we ready?  Could be costly. Legal issues. New certification procedures/clones. 
 
PVP website and AOSCA representation on PVP Board – Foster 

Right now, John Buettenmuller is on the PVP board and has a good understanding 
of AOSCA and Foundation Seed issues 

 
Use of certified seed in cover crop mixes - Foster 
 Asking to change application to a add box for non-saleable registered class 
 
Nominations: 
 
Doug Miller (IL), was nominated to serve on the BOD. Motion carried 
 
Dan Olsen (SD), was nominated to serve as the Council vice-chair from the northern 
region. Motion carried 
 
Motion made for the northern region to follow the meeting procedure of the host state 
serving as the chair of the meeting and the host state for the following year to serve as 
the scribe of the current meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
IN will be the host/chair in 2020 
OH will be the scribe in 2020 and the host/chair in 2021 
 
AOSCA office has a list of Northern Region meeting hosts through 2024. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15am on 
Wednesday, April 24. 


