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2018 AOSCA Western Region Certification Meeting  
The Ridge Tahoe 
April 11-12, 2018 

Lake Tahoe, Nevada 
Minutes 

 
Host – Nevada Department of Agriculture 

Chair – Russ Wilhelm 
Scribe – Cary Hamilton 

 
Chairman, Russ Wilhelm, called the meeting to order at 8:01AM. 
 
Chet Boruff, AOSCA CEO, reviewed the AOSCA anti-trust compliance policy. 
 
Motion moved and passed to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on April 19, 2017. 
 
Motion moved and passed to approve the agenda. 
 
Motion moved and passed to reauthorize the Regional fund agreement with AOSCA. 
 
Doug Boze and Abed Anouti, Western Region representatives to the AOSCA Board of 
Directors, reported on Board activities and the outcome of the recent midwinter Board meeting.  
The Board is moving forward with establishing variety review boards for dry beans and industrial 
hemp.  The AOSCA website was redesigned in the past year and they are pleased with the 
improvements made to it.  Plans are being made for both the 2018 and 2019 Annual Meetings.  
The 2018 meeting will be held in Atlanta, GA, and the 2019 meeting will be held in Chicago.  
The Board has committed $25,000 from AOSCA reserves to finance the meeting and other 
sponsorships and support will be solicited.  Three committees have been established to work on 
the finances, programming, and history related to the 100th Anniversary celebration. 
 
AOSCA Report – Chet Boruff gave a report on AOSCA finances and activities, including 
service projects administered through the office.  The 2017 Acres Applied Report was reviewed.  
He also discussed the upcoming 2018 Annual Meeting, to be hosted by the Georgia Crop 
Improvement Association June 24-27, 2018, in Atlanta, GA. 
 
Discussion turned to the 2019 Annual Meeting that will be held in Chicago, Illinois, 
June 23-26, 2019, at the Drake Hotel.  Expenses for the meeting will exceed some of the past 
meetings and the AOSCA Board has committed $25,000 from AOSCA reserves to finance it.  In 
addition, regions may consider committing funds to help offset expenses. 
 
Boruff traveled to China on March 24-29, as part of a team pulled together by ASTA and paid by 
USDA Market Development Fund.  The group gave presentations at the China National Seed 
Association Conference.  ASTA has the goal of opening a seed corn pilot project in China that 
has been restricted since 1995. 
 
Boruff concluded his report by updating the group about the IRM project that will include 400 
first-time and 260 reassessments, the Liberty Link Soybean Program, and the Organic Seed 
Finder Website. 
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The group continued discussion regarding the 2019 Annual meeting and how the region could 
provide support for it.  Motion made and passed for the Western Region to provide support to 
the AOSCA 100th Anniversary Celebration in the amount of ½ cent per assessed 2018 acres, if 
needed. 
 
Dan Curry, Western region representative to the Council gave a report on its recent conference 
call.  Topics included proposed standards changes to be discussed later and widespread 
interest in growing industrial hemp, how to recognize varieties, and testing methods for THC 
content.  Discussion followed to clarify how proprietary acres are being reported by the different 
agencies. 
 
A number of topics and standards change proposals had been submitted by the Western 
members and they were discussed. 
 
Timothy Blank reviewed alfalfa field isolation requirements. 
 
The following standard change proposals were discussed and passed by the Region and will be 
advanced to the Council meeting in June: 

• Guidelines for Handling the Introduction of Seed of Newly-released Varieties 
• Hybrid Wheat – co-mingled parent lines 
• Co-mingled Hybrid Wheat (draft 2)  
• PVG Optional Seed Quality Standards 
• Standards change for Breeder seed tagging and labeling clarification, with clarification to come. 

 
A proposed change document for PVG 75% of Stand Provisions was withdrawn. 

Michael Bouck (UT) discussed wildland collection site size limits and showed a sagebrush ID 
booklet called the “Pocket Guide to Sagebrush”.  The group was complimentary of this tool. 
 
Rick Novak explained an ACR dealing with the Axium Production System, that uses a different 
mode of action from an earlier competitor in the market.  The trait is currently in two varieties 
with four more in the pipeline. Agencies will be notified about this request and information 
shared regarding the testing requirements. 
 
The group discussed the region’s meeting rotation list and the roles of the local seed certifying 
agency in the planning and execution of the regional meeting. 
 
Following the break for lunch, the meeting resumed with the discussion of regional topics. 
 
Washington Crop Improvement Association reviewed its proposal for chickpea standards.  The 
group moved to accept the standards and advance them to the Annual Meeting for adoption. 
 
Hybrid rye production is beginning and agencies should prepare for certification. 
 
General discussion was held regarding bulk certification and coordinating seed tests, seed 
movement, and noxious weed seeds from state-to-state. 
 
The group discussed the Farmers Business Network and its seed enterprise and how this might 
impact the market in the western region. 
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The interest in industrial hemp has been rapidly expanding and a general discussion was held 
on this topic.  Colorado has an active industry there and California has set up an industrial hemp 
advisory board.  It was suggested that isolation distances in Certified seed fields may need to 
be increased to prevent off-types.  THC testing and interstate seed movement were also 
discussed. 
 
Topics from other regional meetings were discussed, including tag printers and the use of 
molecular testing for the determination of varietal identity and purity. 
 
Dr. Steve Malone, US OECD Seed Schemes Manager, gave a report on the OECD program 
and how it is administered in the United States by USDA.  Some of the current topics being 
dealt with at OECD are varietal mixtures of the same species, label security and how to prevent 
counterfeit tags, attaching labels to seed containers, and using BMT methods to identify 
varieties.  Discussion followed and it was valuable to have him at the meeting to comment on 
specific questions dealing with varieties coming into the US from other OECD countries, 
movement of seed under OECD, the seed scheme tagging rules, and multiplication agreements. 
 
The meeting recessed at 4:30PM for a group dinner at a local restaurant. 
 
Thursday, April 12 – The meeting reconvened at 8:00AM 
 
The meeting focused on topics of interest to foundation seed organizations.  There are changes 
at the Bridger Plant Materials Center that will impact Montana and Wyoming.  Mike Moore 
reported that Wyoming will be maintaining Foundation seed for the Center, with the goal of 
maintaining inventories at reasonable levels.  It is a challenge to build and maintain reclamation 
species where demand is impossible to predict.  This is viewed as a public service, because the 
varieties could be lost unless someone takes responsible for keeping them.  Utah and 
Washington State may also be impacted by the changes.  It was pointed out that the US needs 
a national strategy for maintaining species and inventories for future needs, but the cost of the 
program may be prohibitive. 
 
Other topics discussed included certified chili seeds, a trend of larger seed companies 
expanding into BLM programs at the expense of smaller companies, and some cotton seed 
companies ending their relationship with foundation seed organizations 
 
Attention turned to elections.  By unanimous ballot, Abed Anouti was re-elected to a two-year 
term on the AOSCA Board of Directors.  By unanimous ballot, Dan Curry was re-elected to a 
one-year term as the Region’s representative to the Council Vice Chairs. 
 
The location for the 2019 Western Region meeting will be the State of New Mexico, with the 
location and dates to be determined. 
 
Cary Hamilton will serve as the Chair of the meeting.  Andrew Altishin will serve as the scribe. 
 
With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35am. 
 


