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2018 AOSCA Southern Region Meeting 
Four Points by Sheraton – Richmond Airport 

Richmond, Virginia 
April 25-26, 2018 

Minutes 
 

Chair: Tom Hardiman (VA) 
Scribe: Matthew Young (TN) 
 
Prior to the meeting, AOSCA CEO, Chet Boruff, provided an AOSCA Orientation to new 
incoming Agency employees and current AOSCA Agency staff members. 
 
Call to Order- April 25, 2018 
Tom Hardiman, Executive Secretary Treasurer, Virginia Crop Improvement Association, called 
the meeting to order on Wednesday, April 25, 2018, at 8:05am. Tom welcomed everyone to 
Virginia, as did Virginia Crop Board President, Billy Gwaltney. A brief outline of the agenda and 
activities for the next two days was shared. 
 
Region Member Agency Roll Call/Introductions  
Attendees: Chet Boruff, AOSCA CEO, John Beuttenmuller and Ricky Hartley (FL), Terry 
Hollifield, Billy Skaggs, and Blake Fleeman (GA), Ben Eggett (KY), Dale Morris and Rick 
Boldissar (MD), Bennie Keith and Greg Flint (MS), Richard Arnett (MO), Bill Foote, Dustin 
Auman, Charles Barnes, and Daryl Bowman (NC), Roger Osburn and Jeff Wright (OK), Sarah 
Adams, Lauren Bramlett, and Brad Stancil (SC), Jim Bostick (SSCA), Matthew Young and Scott 
Vann (TN), Jeff Claxton (TX), Tom Hardiman, Jerry Rogers, Wade Thomason, Jason Dameron, 
Phillip Browning, and Billy Gwaltney (VA), Joshua Arbaugh (WV), Steve Malone (USDA-AMS-
SRTD) and AOSCA Board President, Doug Boze (ID). No representative from Arkansas and 
Louisiana. 
 
The AOSCA Anti-Trust Compliance Policy was reviewed. 
 
Motion made and passed to approve the 2017 Southern Region Meeting minutes as distributed. 
 
Board of Directors  
Jim Bostick (SSCA) and Bill Foote (NC), representatives on the AOSCA Board of Directors, 
provided an update from the March Mid-Winter Board meeting, including: 

• Redesign of the AOSCA website. 

• 2018 AOSCA Annual Meeting to be held in Atlanta. 

• 2019 AOSCA Annual Meeting to be held in Chicago. Three subcommittees have been 
established, consisting of Finance/Fund Raising, Programming, and History. Board 
members will serve as Chair and Vice-Chair of each committee 

• Review of Variety Review Board activity. A Dry Bean Variety Review Board is being 
developed, identifying reviewers, and adopting a review application.   

• Hybrids standards. 

• OECD update – no staples can be used to attach bulk certificates 

• Industrial Hemp – there is confusion in the seed industry, due to varying regulations 
between states and the on-going development of uses for the crop 
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AOSCA Regional Funds Report  

Boruff reported on the Southern Region fund balance. The Southern Regional Fund Agreement 
was reviewed and renewed. 
 
AOSCA Report – Chet Boruff gave a report on AOSCA finances and activities, including 
service projects administered through the office.  The 2017 Acres Applied Report was reviewed.  
He also discussed the upcoming 2018 Annual Meeting, to be hosted by the Georgia Crop 
Improvement Association June 24-27, 2018, in Atlanta, GA. 
 
Discussion turned to the 2019 Annual Meeting that will be held in Chicago, Illinois, 
June 23-26, 2019, at the Drake Hotel.  Expenses for the meeting will exceed some of the past 
meetings and the AOSCA Board has committed $25,000 from AOSCA reserves to finance it.  In 
addition, regions may consider committing funds to help offset expenses. 
 
Motion moved and passed that the Southern Region will commit $3000 from the Regional fund 
for the 2019 Annual Meeting.  
 
Boruff traveled to China on March 24-29, as part of a team pulled together by ASTA and paid by 
USDA Market Development Fund.  The group gave presentations at the China National Seed 
Association Conference.  ASTA has the goal of opening a seed corn pilot project in China that 
has been restricted since 1995. 
 
Boruff concluded his report by updating the group about the IRM project that will include 400 
first-time and 260 reassessments, the Liberty Link Soybean Program, and the Organic Seed 
Finder Website. 
 
Certification Standards and Requirements Council Report. 
Tom Hardiman (VA), Southern Region Council Vice-Chair provided an update from their 
meeting held Feb 14, 2018, via conference call. Topics included: 

• ACRs – discussion was held regarding approval procedure. ACRs should be presented 
to a Variety Review Board if one is available for the crop involved and if no VRB is 
available, should be presented to the commodity committee for approval. ACR testing 
and procedures must be set by the developer of the variety. 

• BMT and genetic testing for corn. 

• Zoysia – this grass is certified in some states and as QA in other regions. 

• Wheat and Rye – suggested updates for Hybrid certification standards. 

• Industrial Hemp and clone standards 

• Consistency in acreage reporting 
 

Matthew Young (TN) provided a status on the Industrial Hemp Variety Review Board. It is 
planned to submit VRB documents at the 2018 Annual Meeting for approval, with the intent for 
the IHVRB to be established for the 2019 VRB season. The UPOV document is being used as 
the frame work for the IH application. Several states are facing the same challenges with seed 
quality and variety adaptation. 
 
Bill Foote (NC) requested that Industrial Hemp clones be presented to the Industrial Hemp 
committee as an agenda item. He discussed a high oleic peanut ACR and related testing 
confidence issues. Discussion was also held regarding the guidelines of QA tags. 
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Steve Malone (USDA-AMS-SRTD) led a session regarding the OECD Seed Scheme and 
workings with AOSCA Agencies and U.S. participation.  There were 165 million pounds involved 
in the 2017 OECD program. 
 
The meeting recessed at 12:00pm and proceeded to an off-site tour of the Warsaw AREC and 
the Virginia Foundation Seed Farm. This was followed by a dinner on the farm, hosted by 
Virginia Crop Improvement Association. 
 
April 26, 2018 
 
Prior to reconvening the meeting, Boruff provided a training session for those states participating in 
the 2018 IRM project. 
 
Hardiman reconvened the meeting at 8:00am, on Thursday, April 26th. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the proposed Standards Changes that have come forth from the 
Northern and Western regional meetings. 
 
Discussion followed about a proposal that may be submitted dealing with Guidelines for Handling the 
Introduction of Seed of Newly Released Varieties. It appears the Southern Region is in favor of the 
proposal. 
  
Other certification topics included the types of printers and tag stock, PVP/patent infringement 
issues, the development of hybrid wheat, and tagging Breeder seed. 
 
Regional Elections  
Motion made and passed to re-elect Jim Bostick to the AOSCA Board of Directors.  
Motion made and passed to re-elect Tom Hardiman as the Regional Vice-Chair on the 
Certification and Standards Council.  
 
The 2019 Southern Region AOSCA meeting is planned for Nashville, Tennessee,  
April 3-5, 2019. Matthew Young and the Tennessee Crop Improvement Association will host 
and Richard Arnett, Missouri Crop Improvement Association will be the scribe. 
 
Terry Hollifield (GA) extended an invitation to the 2018 AOSCA Annual Meeting to be held in 
Atlanta, Georgia, June 24-27, 2018. 
 
Bennie Keith (MS) is retiring in May and the Southern Region thanked him for his many years of 
contributions to AOSCA and the Southern Region. 
 
Adjourn  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00am. 
 


