
AOSCA Northern Region Meeting Minutes                 Page 1 of 2 Apr 4-5, 2018 

 
 

AOSCA Northern Region Meeting 
 The Madison Concourse Hotel 

Madison, Wisconsin 
April 4-5, 2018 

Minutes 
 
Chair:  Tony Klink (WI) 
Scribe: Randy Judd (MI) 
 
Tony Klink (WI) called the meeting to order at 1:00pm, April 4, 2018, and introductions 
were made. 
 
The AOSCA anti-trust compliance policy was reviewed. 
 
Ken Bertsch (ND), representative on the AOSCA Board of Directors, updated the group 
on the mid-winter Board of Directors meeting. 
 
Chet Boruff, AOSCA CEO, gave the AOSCA report which included: 

• funding of the 2019 Annual Meeting 

• 2017 financial report 

• U.S. Agency on-site evaluations 

• website update 

• 2018 Annual Meeting 

• IRM Project 

• Bayer LibertyLink soybean program 

• Organic Seed Finder website 

• trip to China 
 

Roger Wippler (MN), moved to use a minimum of $5,000, up to ½ cent/acre of Northern 
region’s assessed acres, from the Northern Region fund to support the 2019 Annual 
Meeting, contingent upon similar support from the other regions. Motion seconded and 
passed. 
 
Emily Flynn (IN), Northern Region Council Vice-Chair, presented the Standards 
council report including: 

• ACR’s for peanuts 

• hybrid wheat standards 

• alfalfa isolation 

• gene editing 

• industrial hemp 
 

She also presented four proposed changes in the Standards that will be discussed at 
the three regional meetings and may be advanced to the annual meeting.  Steve 
Sebesta (ND), gave a presentation on hybrid wheat production and standards. 
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Motion moved and seconded that the Northern Region oppose the hybrid wheat 
standards change, as presented for discussion at the regional meetings. Motion passed. 
 
The group discussed a variety of topics suggested prior to the meeting from the 
Northern region. 
 
Fawad Shah (MN), asked what other Agencies are doing with PVP infringement issues. 
Discussion followed. 
 
Tony Klink asked how or when Agencies accept molecular data in problem fields 
entered into seed certification.  Discussion followed. 
 
Neal Foster (SD), led a discussion on labeling of cover crop mixtures containing a PVP 
variety and labeled VNS. 
 
Representatives from the University of Wisconsin joined the meeting and a round table 
discussion followed where each Agency presented the variety release mechanism used 
in their state. 
 
Elections 
Ken Bertsch (ND) was nominated and elected to serve a second term as the Northern 
Region representative on the AOSCA Board of Directors. 
 
Emily Flynn (IN) was nominated and elected to serve a second term as the Northern 
Region Standards Council Vice-Chair. 
 
Michigan Crop Improvement Association will host the 2019 Northern Region Meeting in 
East Lansing, MI. Dates to be determined following other regional meetings. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:05am on April 5, 2018. 
 
 

 


