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2017 AOSCA Western Region Certification Meeting  
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake 

April 19, 2017 
Whitefish, Montana 

 
Minutes 

 
Host – Montana Seed Growers Association 

Chair – Russ Wilhelm 
Scribe -  Doug Holen 

 
Foundation Seed Organization topics –  

- PVP protections and policing  
- Farmer Yield Initiative 

 
Amended portion of Standards/Guidelines (Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies) 

- 3) 70 percent minimum viability is permitted for the variety Sodco Kentucky Bluegrass. 
- 4) Pure live seed index. When used as a basis for certification, the label shall bear the 

Total Viability and purity. Pure live seed equals percent pure seed times Total Viability 
divided by 100 

 
Location in the AOSCA Standards/Guidelines (give specific citation):  

- Pg. 19 in APPENDIX II SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF 
PLANT MATERIALS UNDER THE AOSCA SYSTEM.  

- Crownvetch, Certified, Isolation, footnote 6. 
 
Minutes: 
38 People Present 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:04 am by Chairman, Russ Wilhelm, with 38 present.   
 
Motion made, seconded, and passed to assign scribe duties to Doug Holen. 
 
Randy Judd, AOSCA Board of Directors President, gave a report to the group, highlighting the 
US agency evaluation program, funding that has been approved for a redesign of the AOSCA 
website, and the upcoming 100th AOSCA Anniversary that will be held in Chicago, Illinois, in 
2019. 
 
Doug Boze, Western region representative and AOSCA Board Vice President, also gave his 
remarks, focusing on a financial overview of the Association and the investment policies 
enacted by the Board. 
 
Abed Anouti, Western region representative on the Board reported and commented on the high 
degree of leadership that is guiding AOSCA. The AOSCA Board meets twice each year, once at 
the annual meeting and a second time during the month of March, in addition to conference 
calls, if needed. 
 
Chet Boruff, AOSCA CEO, gave his report, including a reminder that all AOSCA meetings must 
adhere to AOSCA’s anti-trust compliance policy.  He reported on the Western region fund 
balance, noting that the fund balance is nearly depleted due to withdrawing funds to help cover 



Western Region Meeting Minutes                                Page 2 of 5 Apr 19, 2017 

the 2016 AOSCA Annual Meeting in Utah.  The Western region will host the 2020 Annual 
Meeting and it may need funds at that time to help defray expenses. 
 
Motion made, seconded, and passed to reinstitute annual assessments to all Western region 
member agencies in the amount of $300 to begin as soon as possible in 2017, and continuing 
until the Western region fund balance reaches $20,000.  
 
The Western representatives voted to reaffirm the management agreement in place between 
the region and the AOSCA office.   
 
Boruff continued with his report, including details about AOSCA finances and investments.  
Assessment acres have remained stable over the past few years and AOSCA has shown a 
steady trend of increasing equity.  At the end of the 2016 fiscal year, the AOSCA Board 
approved a scaled-down financial report from its financial auditor versus a full audit as a cost-
savings measure.  Full audits will be conducted on a rotating basis to be determined by the 
Board. 
 
The report also included a discussion of the five AOSCA Variety Review Boards.  
 
AOSCA administers an evaluation program to determine if its members in the US are complying 
with the Federal Seed Act and two recently retired agency managers are conducting the on-site 
evaluations in the Northern and Western regions.  Volunteers conduct the evaluations in the 
Southern region.  Boruff reported on the progress and findings of recent evaluations. 
AOSCA administers outside projects that generate income for the Association, including Insect 
Resistance Management (IRM) assessments for the seed corn industry, soybean quality 
assurance programs for a major seed producer, and the Organic Seed Finder website. 
 
Boruff reported on plans being made for the 2017 AOSCA Annual Meeting to be held  
June 11-14, in Cleveland, Ohio, hosted by the Ohio Seed Improvement Association.  The 2018 
meeting will be held in Atlanta, Georgia, and the AOSCA 100th Anniversary in 2019 will be 
celebrated in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
Boruff will be representing AOSCA at the upcoming 2017 annual meeting of the OECD Seed 
Schemes. 
 
This concluded the AOSCA report. 
 
Michael Bouck (Utah Crop Improvement Association) noted that UCIA was formed 80 years ago 
today.  He distributed treats to the group to celebrate the occasion. 
 
A report from the AOSCA Certification Requirements and Standards Council was given by the 
Western Region Vice Chair, Dennis Lundeen (Oregon).  The Council leadership recently held a 
conference call and Lundeen reviewed the major topics they discussed. 
 
Topic #1:    Red & White wheat seed testing and the standard change passed at the 2016 
Annual Meeting, requiring all wheat samples to be visually assessed visually for contrasting 
colors. 
 
Comments included:   
Seed trait segregation has come into question and the change was put on hold to allow for 
further discussion.  At their recent meetings, the Southern and Northern regions voted to rescind 
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the action taken in 2016 and revert to previous Standards.  Some in the Western region 
continue to feel strongly that AOSCA needs to keep the change in place to facilitate state to 
state seed movement.  Some seed labs have trouble with testing procedure, noting that visual 
seed tests are too subjective.  Plant breeders are doing a poor job of describing variants in 
variety descriptions.  AOSCA charges $50 for changes to variety descriptions, but in this case, it 
is waiving the fee as wheat variety owners submit change documents.  AOSCA has passed a 
standard and it is up to Agencies to work on how to implement it.  Implementing this new 
requirement in red wheat producing areas would lead to a large number of seed lots being 
rejected.  Seed labs need to modify their reports.  Environment can impact seed coat color. 
Suggestion to discuss until 10:30 presentation –agreed 
 
Topic #2: Alternative Soybean Variety Review being offered by Iowa Crop Improvement 
Association. 
 
Comments included: 
Discussion of the role of variety review in today’s environment and reviews being conducting at 
the agency level in the Western region. Some soybean breeding companies are opting for the 
Iowa Crop review over the AOSCA review, due to its reduced requirements for information.  
Does the Iowa approach meet requirements in the Federal Seed Act?  The Southern region 
supports the AOSCA VRB system, but the Northern region seems to be in support of Iowa’s 
approach. Soybean companies don’t want to disclose information, so would there be merit in 
removing industry representatives from the AOSCA VRB? It was noted that some Universities 
are offering competing review programs, as well.  Iowa Crop should come to the AOSCA 
meeting and explain fully why this was done in this manner.   This offer has been made, but a 
presentation has yet to be made, although surrounding states were notified.  Iowa Crop fees are 
the same as fees charged by AOSCA.   
 
This could be a step towards dissolution of AOSCA variety review boards for all crops and must 
be discussed further.  It could also threaten seed certification programs.  What actions have 
been taken in the past when Agencies were out of compliance?  AOSCA should get clarification 
from USDA SRTD on how it views the alternative approach. 
 
The meeting was recessed from 10:00 to 10:33. 
Neil Foster (SD) made a Power Point presentation on behalf of Steve Sebesta (ND) that was 
presented at the Northern region meeting, dealing with a statistical analysis of red and white 
wheat seeds.  Lengthy discussion followed that was tabled at 11:17. 
 
Lundeen briefly touched upon other topics from recent conference call  

- Hybrid wheat standards 
- “Emergency exemptions” and recertification  
- Labeling variety when PVP is pending 
- Palmer amaranth–testing maybe in pollinator mixes 
- Industrial hemp-HTC levels affected by environment and harvest date 
- Grass committee survey (handout) species table 
- BMT Survey handout pointed out and added for input 
- Buckwheat application 
- Stapling seed cert tags and non-acceptance to EU Countries   

o Scott Blake led this discussion. Port authorities may block shipments 
o Tags must be firmly attached and in a manner to prevent tampering 

- Proposed changes to OECD Sorghum Standards (isolation distance) 
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 A report was made on progress in establishing a Dry Bean VRB  
- Updating and have solid draft—advance at annual meeting 

o Go with teleconference approach, when to have was discussed, first quarter of 
year target 

o Who to have on review board? 
o Need to promote existence and value  

 
Discussion on how states handle PVG apps without documentation on tags 
 
Palmer and Lundeen discussed registered tag implies ownership 

- What happens when PVP expires but seed is in ground 
- Production agreement should outline terms (contract violations) 

 
Discussion on seed stockpiling prior to PVP expiration, but this was considered to be outside of 
seed certification agency jurisdiction. 
 
Break for lunch from 11:55 to 1:00. 
 
Discussion followed on certification topics suggested from the Western Region. 
 
Cover crops – Michael Bouck  

- Weeds—Palmer; Moore met with NRCS about mixes and origins 
- Many species used not certifiable  
- Canola, mustard, rapeseed must be treated coming from out of state 

 
Proper use of cert seed tags on bulk totes – Michael Bouck 

- Put exact weight on tags – many states print a large tag, slide it in the side pocket, and 
staple 

 
Proposals for AOSCA Standard changes submitted by B. Schrumpf 
 
Motion made, seconded, and passed to recommend the proposed change dealing with an edit 
to the crownvetch footnotes and forward them to the appropriate committee. 
 
Motion made, seconded, and passed to recommend the proposed changes to the grass 
standards and forward them to the appropriate committee. 
 
Weedy Red Rice and seed certification in California – Timothy Blank (Powerpoint presentation) 
 
Industrial Hemp in California -  John Palmer 
Comment made that an AOSCA VRB for Industrial Hemp would be useful.  This should be 
addressed at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Counterfeit CUF101 Alfalfa Investigation – John Palmer (Powerpoint presentation)  
 
A general discussion of Pre-Variety Germplasm Topics (PVG)  
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Committee report dealing with the redesign of the AOSCA website, Committee formed. 
Jolene Sweet and Russ Wilhelm serve on the subcommittee 
Discussion follow regarding the site, based on the question:   What is website used for? 

- Appearance 
- Variety descriptions 
- Advertising tool  
- Communications with applicant 
- Formatting for hand held devices 
- A description of why seed certification is important 
- Ability to post videos  
- Links to websites (all) 

 
Discussion of PVG tagging information - Michael Bouck (Utah)  example tag provided 
 
PVG Generation extension request  -Utah example handout provided 

- Discussion on specific grower and lot requested 
- Discussion approval, approver, date, etc. 
- Enter into AOSCA Standards 

 
Motion made, seconded, and passed to forward proposal handouts for PVG tagging and 
extension requests. 

- How do states handle PVG applications without documentation or tags 
 
Discussion regarding problems from the US Forest Service expecting certification without 
documentation  

- Sidestep program –allows roundabout paths 
- How do we get message to gov’t agencies? Private enforced/federal relaxed 
- Move together with a more enforced approach to Forest Service 
- Involve the Dept of Ag 

 
Informational update regarding Sagebush seed weight –Michael Bouck  
 
Boruff gave a brief review of topics discussed at other Regional meeting agendas prior to this 
one. 
 
Election of Regional representatives followed. 

Board of Directors – Doug Boze elected for another two-year term  
Regional Council Vice Chair on Council -  Dan Curry elected for a one-year term 

 
Next Western region meeting will be held in Nevada, perhaps Lake Tahoe, in 2018.   Colorado 
will host the 2019 Western region meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:48pm. 
 
Minutes submitted by Doug Holen, Foundation Seed Manager, Montana State University. 
 


