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2017 AOSCA Southern Region Meeting 
Courtyard Marriott and Mill Conference Center 

Starkville, Mississippi 
March 30, 2017 

Minutes 
 

Chair: Bennie Keith (MS) 
Scribe: Tom Hardiman (VA) 
 
Call to Order- March 30, 2017 
Bennie Keith, Executive Secretary, Mississippi Crop Improvement Association, 
called the meeting to order on March 30, 2017, at 8:11 am CST. Bennie welcomed 
everyone to Mississippi and gave a brief outline of the agenda and activities for the 
next two days.  
 
Region Member Agency Roll Call/Proxies/Introductions  
Attendees: James Chastain (AR), John Beuttenmuller (FL), Terry Hollifield (GA), 
Billy Skaggs (GA), Blake Fleeman (GA), Ben Eggett (KY), Lester Cannon (LA), 
Randy Judd (MI), Todd Livingston (MS), Bennie Keith (MS), Richard Arnett (MO), 
Dustin Auman (NC), Charles Barnes (NC), Bill Foote (NC), Roger Osburn (OK), Jeff 
Wright (OK), Sarah Adams (SC), Scott Vann (TN), Matthew Young (TN), Jeff 
Claxton (TX), Tom Hardiman (VA), Jerry Rogers (VA). Dustin Auman was serving as 
proxy for Jim Bostick. No representative from Maryland. 
 
Dr. Keith recognized that Jim Bostick was unable to attend because of his recent 
surgery. The members worked on some things that will be sent to cheer Jim up.  
 
Board of Directors  
Randy Judd, AOSCA President, was present and provided an update on activities 
that had taken place at the Board of Directors Mid-Winter meeting in Destin, FL.  The 
Board had taken action on the investment of current assets in placing them in a short 
term account to earn more interest over the current year.  The long term investment 
account is doing very well.  The Board has approved up to $20,000 to update the 
current AOSCA website.  The Board had also directed Mr. Boruff to develop a 
handbook for new directors. 
 
Dr. Bill Foote, AOSCA Board member representing the Southern region, reported 
that onsite audits of agencies in the Southern region were caught up.  The board 
also wanted the form used in the audit to be updated to address an issue that will 
come up in the council report dealing with variety reviews conducted by agencies.  
The Annual meeting this year is in Cleveland, OH. If you are coming in early, contact 
Bill Foote about some activities that may have an interest to some of our members.  
There was a verbal report on an agency issuing tags that did not have the state 
listed on the tag.   The E&P committee needs ideas for the annual meeting.  The 
board also sees the need for an Industrial Hemp Variety Review Board.  Canada 
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may be updating their isolation requirements for industrial hemp, and they may have 
more integration in their certification system.  
 
There was a discussion on the emergency recertification of seed.  It was the opinion 
of the group that when the Foundation class was not being maintained, seed 
producers are allowed to go Cert to Cert for an indefinite period of time or until 
Foundation seed was produced to meet the need.  There has been a different 
interpretation of the rules by others. This is not to be used to aid the grower in poor 
planning.  It was also pointed out that there may be conflicts or misinterpretations in 
rules and guidelines in the AOSCA Standards, pertaining to the following: 
  
“IV. LIMITATIONS OF GENERATIONS FOR CERTIFIED SEED 
B. The production of an additional generation of the Certified class may be permitted 
on a 1- year basis* only when an emergency is declared by any official seed 
certifying agency stating that the Foundation and Registered seed supplies are not 
adequate to plant the needed Certified acreage of the variety. The additional 
generation of Certified seed to meet the emergency need is ineligible for 
recertification.   
 
Generally Accepted Practices for Allowing an Additional Generation of 
Certified Seed in an Emergency 
2. Only the originally planted production for original producers should be replaced 
with the additional generation of certified seed. Emergency requests should not be 
based on an individual’s or company’s failure to adequately plan for production or 
based upon fields failing to meet certification standards.” 
 
AOSCA Report 
AOSCA CEO, Chet Boruff outlined the AOSCA Antitrust Policy Statement, especially 
for new members present at the meeting. 
 

AOSCA Regional Funds Report  

Boruff reported that the Southern Region had funds of $28,661 before this meeting.  

 

AOSCA Financial Report 

Boruff reported that the assessment acres in the U.S. for 2016 were 3,016,568.  
Earnings from 2016 were reflected in an increase to net assets of $19,391, with total 
assets of the Association at $646,342. 

The next item was the Variety Review Boards report and how they are administered 
by the AOSCA office, with a discussion planned later to cover the Soybean VRB. 

 

Outside Projects 

Boruff reported that in 2017, Pioneer is increasing the number of IRM assessments 
in the Southern Region.  This is to address the concerns in the cotton region of the 
US and compliance with IRM requirements.  There will be a training session at 3:30 
pm today.  The Bayer Crop Science Liberty Link program for 2017 has not changed 
since last year.  AOSCA collects the data and compiles a report for Bayer.  There is 
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some uncertainty about the future of this project because the technology may be 
sold to another company. 

 

AOSCA Organic Seed Finder website is running well.  AOSCA office maintains the 
site, however application numbers have fallen short of projections.  There was 
discussion on how to increase traffic and get new applications.  It was suggested to 
contact OMRI and see if they would list the Organic Seed Finder on their website. 

  

OECD Seed Scheme.   The office has contact with Steve Malone on a regular basis 
and he is bringing to Chet’s attention topics that need to be addressed by AOSCA.  
Eddie Goldshagg is the current OECD Chairman and one of the global 
representatives on the AOSCA Board. 

  

2017 AOSCA Annual Meeting - Cleveland, Ohio June 11 - 14, 2017.  Honorary 
membership nominations will be coming out soon.  The 2018 meeting is in Atlanta, 
GA, and the 2019 will be in Chicago, IL, which will be AOSCA’s 100th anniversary. 
 
Website redesign project is proceeding. The sub-committee (Billy Skaggs, Jolene 
Sweet, Russ Wilhelm, Chris Tiedje) has met by conference call.  They have started 
the process. The Southern group gave Chet some ideas of what they thought was 
needed in the website. The Board has approved up to $20,000 for the project. 
 
Certification Standards and Requirements Council Report.   Richard Arnett, 
Chair, and the Council Vice-chairs met via teleconference on February 6, 2017.  The 
first item was red/white wheat testing in the certification of seed.  This was in direct 
response to concerns from stakeholders.  The Board had decided to delay enacting 
of the standards change until after the current growing season as the change was 
made during the 2016 harvest season.  The council recommended to the Board to 
delay this action further until 2018, and to review this action at the upcoming Annual 
meeting.  There was concern in the test being too subjective and not repeatable 
between seed labs. After discussion, a resolution from the Southern Region of 
AOSCA was made recommending that the contrasting color in red and white wheat 
standards change be rescinded.  Furthermore, they recommended that if a 
breeder/developer feels the need for this testing, they submit an Additional 
Certification Requirements form with the variety.   The resolution passed 
unanimously.    
 
Soybean Variety Review by Iowa Crop Improvement Assn. 
The group was informed that Iowa Crop has started a soybean review for accepting 
varieties into certification.  This is stripped down to only requiring the phenotypic 
characteristics of the variety, and confirmation that the developer has the other 
information required by the FSA.  This has been ruled acceptable by the Canadian 
Seed Growers, but if a line is advanced, the additional information will need to be 
provided by the owner/developer to meet the requirements of CFIA.  After a lengthy 
discussion, the members felt that Iowa Crop was not in compliance with the Federal 
Seed Act, and that these actions are degrading the trust between agencies.   
 
 



AOSCA Southern Region Meeting Minutes                                Page 4 of 5 Mar 30, 2017 

The members also stated that Iowa Crop Improvement should be audited on this 
specific issue to see if they are in compliance with the FSA.  The Board has 
requested more information about the procedure in variety review, but Iowa Crop 
has been unresponsive.  The auditors and the audit forms have been updated to 
address this specific issue in future audits. 
 
Pending AOSCA Standards changes 
There are three standards changes that may come to the annual meeting, dealing 
with Grass and Woody and Native Plants, but nothing has been submitted at this 
time. There is also one that will come from the Corn and Sorghum to increase the 
isolation distance of Foundation sorghum form 990 feet to 1,320 feet. 
 
QA standards in the Yellow Book needed to be edited further as per the change 
document from the 2016 Annual meeting.  There was a section that had not been 
removed.  Mr. Boruff said the edit had taken place, and the current web version was 
correct. 
 
Noxious weeds are becoming a problem in seed lots, specifically Palmer Amaranth 
and its difficulty to identify the seed from common pigweed.  This is a problem in 
labeling when vendors wish to label lots with "No Noxious Weed Seed".  Most 
agencies will not allow this if any Pigweed seed is found in the sample.  The current 
DNA testing for this is very expensive, but is available.  
 
Grass Committee Survey 
Dustin Auman gave an update on the work being done by the Grass Committee.  
The committee wants to add additional species to the standards table in the 
yellowbook.  He provided a spreadsheet (see attached) with responses that had 
been received to date.  Mr. Holifield had an item later in the agenda for seed 
standards for Centipede and Zoysia seed.  It was determined that he needed to 
submit those to the Grass Committee to be reviewed and added to the list for the 
Annual Meeting. 
 
The BMT Survey was requested by the Chair, Rick Novak, to update the list on the 
website.  These are tests used by agencies for certification in their programs.  The 
information has been received and will be posted after it is compiled. 
 
Buckwheat Application has been developed and is available from the AOSCA 
office. 
 
The attachment of tags or labels to units for shipment to the EU needs to be done 
in a manner that meets their acceptance.  This means it needs to be sewn on or 
affixed in a method that makes it difficult to remove, not stapled to the bag. 
 
Industrial Hemp Variety Review Board.  We have an example of what is required 
for a variety application from Canada.  The members felt strongly that there was a 
need for a National Review Board.  This is a crop that we need to make sure we are 
in compliance with AOSCA, Federal Seed Act, and Government agencies that are 
required to monitor the production of Industrial Hemp. 
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Topics suggested by the Southern Region 
Mr. Skaggs gave a presentation on the Georgia E-Cert program for sod.  Mr. 
Holifield said that he would make the program available to any agency FREE of 
charge.  The set up and maintenance would be the responsibility of the agency that 
wanted access to use the program. 
Mr. Holifield gave a presentation on peanut inspection procedures used by Georgia.  
This is a continuing effort in the Southern Region to provide instructions on how we 
conduct inspections as some of our crops are limited to the area we work. 
 
There was an update on the "Adama" Rice Program. This is a non-transgenic event 
that has herbicide tolerance.  Adama has developed the herbicide, and the trait will 
be used in Ricetec lines to bring the technology to market.  
 
Mr. Boruff informed the group about upcoming issues at the other regional meetings. 
They included Palmer Amaranth in the Northern meeting.  This raised the question 
about Water Hemp, and that it needed to be looked at as well.  There also seemed 
to be an issue with Bulk Transfer Certificates.  We thought the yellowbook had a 
clear and defined procedure for the handling of bulk transfers.  The Western Region  
is going to be discussing cover crops, generation extension of preproduction, and 
Sage Brush. 
  
Regional Elections  
Motion was made, seconded, and passed, to elect Bill Foote as an AOSCA Board of 
Directors Representative from the Southern Region.  Tom Hardiman was nominated 
to serve the upcoming term as the Regional Vice-Chair on the Certification and 
Standards Council. The motion was seconded and passed.  
 
The 2018 Southern Region AOSCA meeting is planned for Richmond, Virginia, in 
April, 2018.  
 
Special thanks was given to Bennie Keith and the staff of Mississippi Crop 
Improvement Association for providing a great meeting and for their hard work in 
planning and executing a successful  gathering. In agreement, the membership 
expressed their gratitude.  
 
Adjourn  
The meeting was adjourned at 3:03pm CST p.m. on March 30, 2017. 
 
There was a training session for those states that are participating in the IRM project 
for 2017.   
 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith hosted a tour of the Veterinary School and the football stadium at 
Mississippi State on March 29, 2017.  He also hosted a tour on March 31, 2017, of 
the Cheese production facility and Cheese shop at MSU.  


