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AOSCA Northern Region Meeting
Stoney Creek Inn & Conference Center
Moline, lllinois
April 4, 2017
Minutes

Chair: Phil Atkins (NY)
Scribe: Tony Klink (WT1)

Phil Atkins opened the meeting at 1pm.

Chet Boruff introduced Todd Krone from Accelerated Ag Technologies Ankeny, IA,
who made a presentation on its “PowerPollen” technology that enhances long term
corn pollen viability.

The 2017 Northern Region Meeting agenda was reviewed and approved.

The minutes for the March 31-April 1, 2016 Regional Meeting in Minneapolis, MN
were approved.

AOSCA Board of Directors Report

The three AOCSA Board Members (Randy Judd, Alan Galbreth, and Ken Bertsch)
from the Northern Region provided an AOSCA Board of Director report.

+The current short term financial investments are reaping better dividends than in
the past.

+2019 Annual AOSCA Meeting will be in Chicago to recognize 100 years of
AOSCA. The initial meeting at which the International Crop Improvement
Association was formed was held in Chicago in December, 1919.

+The agency evaluation program has completed several agencies this past year as
former AOSCA reps have been hired to perform the agency evaluations. The
process has been good with added benefit of education for new directors.

+The AOSCA Board of Director audit policies may be reviewed at the national E+P
sessions.

Anti-Trust Policy
Chet Boruff reviewed the AOSCA Anti-Trust Compliance Policy

Northern Region Report

Chet reported that the Northern Region had $13,517 in funds in its account prior to
the income and expenses of this meeting. A motion was made to reaffirm the
agreement between the Northern Region Agencies and AOSCA to continue as
usual with the Northern Region funds. Motion passed.
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Chet encouraged everyone to attend the AOSCA annual meeting in Cleveland,
June 11-14, 2017. National sponsorships have been reduced this year so AOSCA
may need approximately $10,000 from the Northern Region to cover the costs of
the 2017 meeting. A motion was made to assess Northern Region membership
fees with the next billing cycle by $100 to replenish the regional fund after providing
financial assistance for the AOSCA annual meeting. Motion passed.

Chet provided a financial report based on the Dec 315t Auditor’s Report
+Equity; $646,342

+Acres Inspected; 3,016,564

+Variety review board totals have decreased since 2012

The AOSCA staffing has been the same since 2004 and will continue at the same
level.

+2017 IRM project has similar numbers as last year but fewer assessments in the
Northern Region as the Southern Region increases in numbers.

+ Liberty Link soybean usage has increased in 2017 and this project is growing
+Organic seed finder website is not currently used as much as anticipated, but it
does not require a lot of time or expense to manage it.

Certification Standards Council Report

+Doug Miller provided the Certification Requirement and Standards Council
updates, from a February 6, 2017, Council leadership conference call. Topics
included the matter of Red Wheat/White Wheat visual inspection standards.
Industry feedback has been negative to the AOSCA standards changes made at the
2016 annual meeting.

+Steve Sebesta (ND) provided genetic data that confirms industry concerns about
wheat kernel variety descriptions. The Southern Region recently met and voted to
rescind the amendments made at the 2016 National meeting. It was moved and
seconded that the Northern region recommend AOSCA rescind the 2016
amendments for visual inspection of red and white wheat. Motion passed.

+Jim Rouse was asked to describe the process that lowa Crop Improvement
Association uses to recognize soybean varieties for certification programs. Jim
stated that lowa ensures that the Federal Seed Act 201.68 is being followed to enter
varieties. Other agencies perform reviews of varieties for entry into certification.

The Council Vice-Chairs discussed this matter during their conference call and
recommended to the AOSCA Board of Directors that current AOSCA Standards and
requirements regarding variety review for eligibility are adequate, but the self-
evaluation and on-site evaluation programs should be amended to include
questions leading to uniformity between SCA’s as it applies to variety review and
compliance to FSA regulations and requirements.

+Palmer Amaranth is becoming a problem in the Northern Region states,
particularly in pollinator plots for summer.
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Elections

A motion was made and seconded to nominate Doug Miller (IL) to the AOSCA
Board of Directors. Motion passed and the vote was taken. Doug was unanimously
elected to replace Randy Judd on the Board. Randy will remain on the Board of
Directors by virtue of being the immediate past president and he was thanked for
his service.

Steve Sebesta (ND) and Emily Dierking (IN) were nominated as the Northern region
Vice-Chair on the Council to replace Doug Miller. A vote was taken and Emily was
elected.

The meeting was adjourned by Phil Atkins at 5:25pm.
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